A 


MORAL PARADOX:: 


Ft at 1t 18 much eaſer to. 
be VIRT VOUS: 
than VITIOUS, 


FS) 2nd bsln9g2:. [| 


and Re-printed ar 
7, 166g. 


LIE} 29 Z<. 
1668. o ; 


>; Range: 


« {XKIBA1 | I ey px th TH rx 


— 


TI 


n . . 
* TIM þ a \ 
WITS ET IOUCOED 
as x x £YY 


| LEKLL20-C20088 
CEL bs PP 
T O 

Sir Robert AAurray, 
One of the Honourable. 


MEMBERS ofthe + . 
Royal SOCIETY: 


| _ SIR), 


E þ I cannot but with 
4 954cb thankfulneſs reſent 
your favours ; (wherein ye 
aid both prevent , and out-do my 
wijhes) yer it were @ diſparggement 
to them, that 1 ſbould look upon. my 
felf a8 your debtor for them ;, ſeeing 
xe beſtowed them ſo freely, that they 
appeared gifts, not obNgations. And 
ſo in this Dedication,1 deſign to pay, 
not them, but my reſpets, Net- 
ther intend 1ty it, to recommend 
you to Pottertty ;, for inthat I would 
aiſchlige Fame, which hath reſol- 
G 4 wed 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory- 
Ted, by ſpeaking truth of youy to ye- 
. pair and attone its former guilt, in 
bewing ſo oft ly'd of others. - But, 
Sir, 1 have choſe you to be the Pa- 
tron of ths Book; becauſe your 
practice is the flrongeſt Argument, 
whereby 1 can evince what 1s wnder- 
taken in it ; (whith 1s to prove, 
That there is more caſe in YFirtwe 
then in Vice). And ſeeing to un- 
dertake the proof of that ;, were the 
pext crime to the doubtin of tt: 
And that your Worthineſs, aud my 
efterm of it, aye much warts we 
the fra'l helps of Complement) or s 
wearjing Dedication ; let me aſſure 
"Jtw, ant the world of both, by the 
" 11 wocent vanity I take is the title 
of + 

Your fincere Friend,and 

humble Servant, 


Geo, Mackenzae., 


| 


It is eaſter to be 
Virtuous ther 
V itious. 


$ 5 thele Spycs de- 

ſerved- ill. of the 

Iſraelittſh. Camp ; 

who , having 1n« 
RR {{amcd thcir breſts 
with deſires: of conquering Ca- 
xaan, by preſenting rhem ot it's 
Vines, whole each Cluſter was 
8 Vintage, and: cach Grape a 
Bottle ; did chercafter, by a cru- 
elparricide, deſtroy theſe ſame 


inclinations which they had be- 


jor ; by relling thoſe their hope- 
vl-Brethren; that the Country 
wasas unconquerable , as pleas 


| fant (And that ir's men were 


Giants, as well as it's fruits. So 
G5 by 


Numb, 15% 


:- 


poſleſſes charms, not 1g ſarivie, 


It is eaſier to be Virtuous 


by the ſame- meaſures we have | 


reaſon to fear.; that theſe Di- 
viges and Moraliſts, arc unhap- 

uides to Us r Mortals; 
who afrer they _ edged our 
inclinations for virwe , as the 
moſt ſatisfying of all objects z do 
thereafter affure us, that ir is at- 
tended with as much difficulty, 
as it is furniiht with pleaſure : 
And that like ſome coy Lady,ir 


bur to exact our longi This 
GR = = - all 
ty, ſprung cither from 

the aber theſe Baſtard Phi- 
loſophers ; who,having chearcd 
the people into! an cfteem for 
themſelves, as virtuous ; refol- 
_ by paws Artifice, to 
en ear ctecn ; _ 
Rim theſe their bo Poet 
that virtne was a work of much 
dithculty, as & -mer with praiſe, 
Or elſe from the zeal of fome 
Preachers z who to make us an- 
tedate 


then Vicious. 


tedate our Repentance, reſolved 
to-perſwade us, that Faith and 
theſe other Spiritual virtues, 
could not bur be hardly artaina- 
ble (as certainly they are) when 
Moral virtue, which was a low- 
er Story of perfeRion, was of ſo 
—_ an aſcent, Or <ellc 
(which is yer moſt probable) our 
lazineſle, ,- vitious habits be- 
ing called toan account for 
theſe misfortunes , which they 


*occaiton ; have run themſelves 


vader the: protection of this de- 
ſence, that virtue is molt difhculr 
and uncaſie, and is defticure of 
both plcaſure and advantage : By 
which conceic, many are difſwa- 
ded in this age, from underta- 
king 2 reſolution of bring virtu- 
ous, though otherwiſe they 
much honour it; and wicked- 
neſs is not only furniſh'd by this, 
with an excuſe to detain ſuch as 
it hath already overtaken ; bur 
with charmes to intangle _ 

who 


It is eaſter to be Virtuous 
; who are yet ſtared in an indiffe- 


rency foreither, And though 
the heat of zeal in: Preachers, 


ſhould not be too much diſpro- | 


ved in this age; wherein the 
coldneſle of their hearers chari- 
ty, nceds thoſe warmer influen- 
ces ;-and though they may be 
allow'd to bend our crooked hu- 
-mours to the contrary ſide. of 
what they incline to, of defign 
to. bring 'them ro a deſired 
raightneſle, Yetif we cOnſider 
that infallible Theolozy delive- 
red by our Saviour, we may find, 
that he invited his Diſciples, by 
aſſuring them, that his yoke was 
eafiey and bis burthen wery leght, 
-and by upbraiding them , for 
wearying themſelys with their fins, 
and for troubling themfelyes about 
wary things. And ſince the former 
Arnfice,hath either by betng too 
familiarly preached, loſt its ope- 
ration, with ſuch as love curio- 


fity ;-or by. being too ſeverely - 


preſt, 


_- 


—— 


then Vitious. 
preſt , diſcouraged too: much 
theſe who love too wel their own 
fleſh and blood, to welcome any 
Dodrine that ſtands ſo oppoſite 
tOir - I wiſh theſe ſarhe Preach- 
ers would now endeavour to re- 
claim mankind,by aſſuring them, 
that Virtue is much eaſter, and 
much more advantagious then 
Vice, Imirating in his their 
car Maſter z who, after his 
iſciples had wearied them- 
ſelves with catching no Fiſh all 
the night over z did, by perſwa- 
ding them to throw out their 
Nets upon'the other ſide of the 
Boat, put them upon the way 
of carching more at one draught, 
then they bad catche in their for- 
mer whole nights fiſhing. - Buc 
leaving (with much reſignation) 
my Ghoſtly Fathers to manage 
the courſe of our Devotion, as 
their knowledge and piety (hall 
judge moſt fir; I ſhall endeavour 
to clear from reaſon and cxpert- 
cnce z 


It is eafjer tobe Virtuous 
ence ; that MoralYirtwe is of leſs 
wearinels, and {uits better with 
our natural - iaclinations , then 


Vice, or Paſſion doth. And al- | 


though I fail inan undertaking 
whichis too noble an enterprize, 
ro receive its accompliſhments 
from{oweak @ hand ; yer if 1 
ſhall excice others, out of pity 
to me, or glory becauſc of rhe 
ſubject, ro detcnd what could 
notgor to love.chat virtue which 
I recommend : I ſhall reſt ſatis- 
wed with 2 return, which be- 
cauſe it will be above my merit,I 
bave already placed above my 
expcRation; and fo I may meer 
with a foil, but cannot with a 


meat, : 

All Creatures deſign eaſe; 
for this, not anly Bruics do 
toil z- but inanimate things like® 
wiſc ſhow for it ſo much of ins 
cliaationy that they will deſtroy 
8 pager wonge objects , chat 
ers | them from joyoiog, ro 
thcir 


: 


thes Vittous., 

theic center ; to which they have 
no other tendency, bur becauſe 
there they find that caſe, which 
is deſired by their» nature : and 
becauſe all- rhings find eaſc in 
it, therefore all rhings flee thi- 
ther, as to the lovelielt of all 
ſtations.» And that: happineſſe 
conſiſts in eaſe, is clear from this ; 
that cicherwe want that we need 
as the accompliſhment of our na- 
ture;and then ature moſt moves 
towards the acquiſition of what 
ite wans;z or 'clle we want no- 
thing ;' and then nature will en- 


| joy it ſelf without any further 
| notion; nam wdture til agit 
| friſtra , and ir were moſt fru- 


| 
| 


ttraneous for nature, to ſeck 
what it wants not : From which 
wemay conclude ; when we fee 
any Creature reſtleſſe, and ir 
motion ; that certainly it either 
wants | ſomething 'to which it 
moves, Of is © \ by' a ſar- 


charge of ſom {rom which 


it 


7 


ut 15 eafier to be Virtuous 
itflies. - This hath made Philo- 
ſophers conclude, that all moti- 
on tends to ſome relt z Lawycrs, 
that all debates reſpeR ſome de- | 
cifion z States-men,vhat all War 
is made in order to Peace z Phy- 
ſitians, that all fermentation and 
boiling of the blood or humours, 
betokens ſome diſlatisfation in 
the part atfefted ; (And to ſhow 
how much happineflc they | 
place in caſe, they ecrm all lick» |; 
neſs diſeaſcs) which imports no- 
thing more, then the abſcnce of 
eaſe ; that happieſt of Stares,and 
root :of all PerfeRionsz and, 
that Divinity may ſing a part in 
this requrem;, Scripture tells us, 
that G OD hallowed the. ſc- 
venth- day, becauſe upon it he 
reſted from his Creation ; and 
that Hcaven is called an ctcrnal 
Sabbath, becauſe there we ſhall 
find caſe from - all our labours ; 
there GOD is ſaid, whey well 
pleas'd, to have ſavour'd a {vctt 
fa w UHF 
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| ther intend to be virtuous 3 Or g,fiewtter 


then Vitious, 9 
ſavour of reſt 5 and he recom- 
mends his own Goſpel as a bur- 


; "then that is cafe, Thar then 
, wherewith I ſhall rask my ſelf in 


this Diſcourſe, hall be to 
prove ; that Virtue is more eafie 
then Vice, | 
For'clearing whereof, conſi-.,. _ 
der ; that all men who defign ei- nm : 
ther honour, riches, or to live dfendl 
bappily in the VVorld ; do ci- Pris: , 
ar leaſt pretend it ; theſe who ther tobe 
reſolve to deſtroy the liberties of #1 ? 
the people, will tile themſelves 
Keepers of their Liberties z and 
ſuch as laugh at all Religion, 
will have themſelves believed to 
be Reformers ; and of theſe two, 
the pretenders have the difficul- 


| reſt part 3 for they muſt not only 


be at all that pains, which is re- 
=_ in . being virtuous ; but 
they mult ſuperadde to theſe, all 
the troubles that diffimulation 
requires ; which certainly is 2 
new, 


It # eaſier tobe Vietuous 
a:new. and igreater rask then the 
other ; and\aot only. ſo,but theſe 


moſt over aQ. viriue ; upon de- | 


to take off that jcalbuke, 
which becauſe they are conſc;- 
ous to themlelves to deſerve, 
they therefore vex themſelves x0 
remove: Aeſes the firſt, ; and 
amongk{ the beſt of the refor- 
mers, was the meckeſt man upon 
the face of theearth ;_ Bur Jeb, 
who was bute counterfit Zela, 
drove furiouſly ; and called vu 
- the By-Randers zo (ce, what ele 
he knew they tiad reaſon not to 
belicve; and the juſteſt of all 
1ſra:ls Chair-men, took not fo 
much pains to execute juſtice, as 
Abſolox ;, who is ſaid to have 
Raid as long in the gaces of Fe- 
raſalew, as the Sun (tay'd above 
them ; informing himſelf of all 
perſons and affairs, though with 
as lirtle defign to redrefie their 
wrongs, as he ſhewd much in- 
clinetion tO knowehem ; ingen 
| this, 
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ren Vitions, 
this , thar che people might be 
dinedeo be the inſtraments 'of 
s unomtural Rebellion: and 
, | fach is che laboriouſneſs of theſe 


e 
: 

l ſeeming copiers of virtue ; 'thar 
» | mnour ordigary converſation, we 
0 | gre ſill joalous of ſach as are 
d | too ſtudions ro appear virtuous; 
= | though wehave no other reaſon 
n | to doubt their figceriry , bar 
, 

9 

P 

e 

0 
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| what ariſes fromheir too great 

5 | pains ; from which-we may con- 
tlude, that theſe who mrend to 
be virtapus, have'a muchcaflcr 
mkehen theſe pretenders have ; 
1 | becauſe they have not their own 
0 | confoirnce 3 nor the jealouſnefs 
$ | of others 60-wrelſtle againſt ; and 
e which is. yet wotle; theſe want 
- tathabitof/vireve, which ren- 
e | ders all the pains of ſuch as arc 
| | really virtuous cafe ro them ; 
and what is more«difhcult, then 

r_ [fortheſerouR againſt cuſtorrs, 
- | which timerenders a ſocond ni- 
ll {wre> and which,os ſhall __ 
Jt 


It #5 eaper to be Virmous 
hereafter, -is ſo prevalent, as to 
facilicate to virtuongperſons the 
bardeſi part of what vittue com- 
mands > B-fides this, theſe diſ- 
ſemblers have a dithculc part to 
a@ ; ſeeing they aR againſt rheir 
own inclinations ; - which is to 
offer violence-tonature;! and the 
working uot only without, the 
help of that ſirongeſt of all fe- 
conds, but the toiling agaialt it, 
and all the aſſiſtance it caq give: 
which how. great a torment: 
proves, appears from this z that 
ſuchas have as much gencrofiry, 
as may intitle them to the name 
of Man ; will rather weary out 
the rage of torture, then injure 
,their own inclinations, 1 .ima- 
_ gine that  Hamen was: much-dt- 
reſt, by 'being put ro lead 
Moraecat's Horſe in complyance 
with bis Maſters commands; 
aad one who-is obliged by that 
iacerelt, which! makes him dil- 
ſcable,' ro; coumertfir'a kindoels 
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then Vitious, 


for one whom he hates ; or eniir 
an applauſe of 'what he under- 
values $15 certainly by rhat ne- 
cefſity- more cruciat by a thou- 
ſand ſtages ; then ſuch asimend 
upon a virtuous account to love 
the perſon ; and really to praiſe 
that tn him, which they areforc'd 
wcammend'; which is {o far 
from /bcing- a- torment, 'when ir 
is truly virruous ; that that real 
| bve makes him who has it, hun- 
gry of an occaſion to ſhew it ; 
and to purſue all means for 
bightning char applauſe, which 
torments the other ; conſider 
what difficulty we find in going 
one way , whilſt we look an- 
ather 3 and with what hazard of 
fumbling that attempt is arten- 
ira] ye will Cad borkiwich 
difficulty and hazard to wait on 
difimulation z wherein we are 
tyed-to_ a double task : for we 
aft do what we intend,becaule 
of our inclioations ;\.and what 
| we 


13 


It is eaſier to bt Viteuous 


we pretend, becatſe of our pros | 


fc{hons ; and: if we fail in-cither; 
_ is: more probable, So 
w c lamplicity: on! is pr g 
(two tasks: being dificules then 
one). then; the- World laughs 
at us; for failing in what we 
propes'd::, And'th we. fret ax our 
ſelvesy for failing it: what wes 
privately defign'd ; andinot only 
does diftmulationcye us to & 
double, but ic obliges 15 ro pd 
contrary \tasks;, for we: needed 
not di les if what we n+ 
tendy /behor: contraty to: what 
we prezcad 3. and thus. men in 
diſkmulation do bur. (ike Pens+ 
lope,) undoe-in the night, what 
they were foro'd to.do inthe day 


Diffimuſarion mekes vice-like» 
wilc the wore difficult ; in chat 
Duſſemblersare never able rore- 
cover the loſs they fuſainby one 
eſcape; for-if: rhey; be catchirin 
their diflimulation, or: doge'd 


our 
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thes Vitious, 
our to be oune? (which hey 
cannot miſle, bur by a. more 
watchful attendance, then any 
that virtue requires) theo, they 
of all perſons are moſt hated ; 
not only by theſe whom they in- 
tended to- cheat, but by all 0- 
thers, though inconcerned is the 
crime ; and both the one and the 
other do yet hate it, as what 
ſtrikes ar-the root of all. humane 
Socicty's and for this cauſe, 
murtthcr under truſt, is accoun- 
ted ſ6 impious and (acrilegious a 
breach of friend(hip ; that Law- 
yers have hightned its puniſh- 
ment,from+hat of ordinary mur- 
ther, to that of treaſon ; and the 
Mt of Politicians haye con- 
eſt this difſimulation to be fo 
horrid a<rime 3 that it was not 
to be committed for a I«ffe. hire 
then that of a Kingdom: VV here- 
8s. virwwous perſons, have theic 
eſcapes, oftner pitied then pu- 
aſked; both becauſe theſe 
cſ{capes 


It ts eaſzer to be Virtuous 
eſcapes are imputed to no abi+ 
ding habit; and becauſe iris not 
to be feared that they will of- 
fend for the future z ſeeing what 
they laſt failed in, was not the 
effe of any innate and perma- 
nent qualiry z but was a tranſts 
ent and lefignleſſe frailty, 
Diffimulation is from this 
likewiſe more painful then the 
virtue which it emulates ; that 
the Diflembler is obliged not 
only ſo to diſſemble , as that 
theſe whom he intends tO cheat, 
may belieye him ſcrious z but fo 
likewiſe, as that others may un- 
derſtand that he is not ſerious: 
Thus I have my ſelf ſeen a Gen- 
tleman, 'who diſſembled a love 
and fondneſs for one whom he 
was obliged to perſwade that 
ſhe was his Miftriſs 5 a fo co- 
vertly that perfidious part, that 
his real Miſtriſs, . was really jea- 
Jlous thar, he difſembled with 
her., and pot with the w_ | 
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then Vitiow, 


And to remove this, put the 
Gallant ro as much new pains as 
his former chcat had coft him. 
And I have heard of the like ac- 
cidents, though in different acti- 
ons; As of a Rebel, who coun- 
terfeited Loyalty ſo; thar his 
Complices did really diftruſt his 
fixedneſs to theſe damn'd Prins 
ciples which he ſtill retained. 
And in ordinary converſation ye 
= ores that in diſſem- 

with the one party , ye 
fe il the other ;- Kar il is he 
poſſible ro regain them who are 
ſoloſt, but by a ſhameful difco- 
very of the former cheat ; and 
after all chat loſs, this doubt is 
till lefr z How can I know but 
this man difſembles with me, 
who is ſo exquiſite in that Art, 
23 even to have made me jealous, 
that his diflimulation was not 
counterfcir > aa 

Let us a little conſider how quires fow- 

few inſtruments virtue requires, ©" 


ents then 
H and rice. 


It is eaſier to be Vireuous 


and we will find it caſic to be 
virtuous: Ir requires no Arms, 
Exchequer, Guards, nor Garti- 
ſon ; Ir isall rheſeto ir (elf, in 
every ſenſe w*ecrein it needs 
thcm : whercas vice is a burden 
to its vorarics; as well in the 
abundance of thoſe attendants 
which ir requires ; as in the dif- 
—_y of thoſe atrainments 
which it propoſes. And this is 
that happy Topick, from which 
our wiſe Saviour reproved Aar- 
tha, when he told her, That ſbe 
wearied her ſelf about many things, 
whereas there was one thin ey 4 
rj By which, ſceing he com- 
mended Devotion ; 1 may well 
preſs from it the excellency, of 
Moral virtue, The ambitious 
man isobliged to have his Houſe 
planted with a Wood of Parti- 
zans 3 as well to ſecure that 
condition which ſo many envy 
and rival ; as to magnifie him- 
ſclt by ſo unequall'd ——_ 
This 
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thes Vitious. 
This deſire ro command, made 
Hapnibal force a paſſage through 
the Rocky Alps z Ceſar to com- 
mie himſelf ro the mercy of a 
ſtormy Sca, and fo many weary 
Journeys, This obliged Xerxes 
ro entertain vaſt Navies, And 
Darins-luch Armics, as reduced 
all mankind into one Incorpora- 
tion, And ſo much doth Am- 
bition tie its dependers, to dc- 
pend upon ſuch numbers ; thar 
though chat Armics of Laquays 
which attend them, ſignifies no 


more then ſo many —_ 


Ciphers.; yer the {ubſtraRing © 
any of any one of cheſe, doth by 
ſo much leſſen the value of whar 
they follow. - Doth nor Pride 
require Flatterers > and thoſe 


Hartrerers Salaries 2? and the pro- 


viſion of theſe Salaries, much 
pains and anxicty ? Doth ic not 


.require precedency ? a ſuitable 


eſtare and applauſe > And are 
not theſe inattainable, withour 
3 more 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


It is eafier to be Virtuous 
more toil and farigue, then any 
rhing thac virrue enzoyns > Co- 
vetouſncfle requires Affiduous 
Drudgcry,and Mincs as bottom- 
lefs as the defires which craves 
them: It craves cvery thing 
which ie ſelf can. imagine, Laxu- 

ſeeks only after what is unu- 
ſrl, and whartis rare. Ir muſt 
in Apictzs, crave food from the 
Indtes, fercht to Rome ; in Helto- 
gabalzs, Fiſhes, when far from rhe 
Sea ; and more for one belly, 
chen-might enrich thouſands of 
Nobler- Creatures, Luft re- 
quires plurality of Women, 
abundance of ſtrength, numbers 
of Pimps , and* much Money, 
Whereas virtue craves on 
what is fir 5 and perſwades us 
to belicve that only to- be fir, 
which is abſolutely neceſſs- 
ry. Cato's Table is compleatly 
furniſhed withone Diſh, and his 
Body with one Veſture, 
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then Vitious. 
Hyuic epule ici fie famem, 


And the Phioſopher goi 
well and rich od ob 
could cry out with plcafure,Qh ! 
How many things are there, of 
which-I ftand not in need > Nor 
only are theſe many Inſtruments 
troubleſome, becauie they are 
ſuperfluous ; bur likewiſe, be- 
cauſe by chcir number they add 
to theſe natural necefiuies,under 
which even virtuous men are 
weighed, as\ long as they arc 
men. Theſe who have {o nu- 
merous Families, cannot remove 
when their neceſſity calls them ; 
but they: mult expect cill rheir 
retinue be -ready4 and when 
thcſe areprepared, it is no eafie 
clogg to draw ſo many after 
them ; or when any misfortune. 
overtakes any of theſe many ; 
they mult ſuffer in theſe, as oft 
as cach of theſe ſuffers in theme» 
H 3 ſelves; 


Vi-tne iT; 
þ:ted for 
a! places 
and 004- 


ſons, 


It ts eafier to be Virtuous 
ſelves ; and their miſerics are 
augmented by every new Incre- 
ment that is addcd to their for- 
runes.  'A great Treaſure is not 
only an inticement ro make its 
Matter be aſſaulted, or betray- 
ed ; bur is likewiſe uncaſie ro 
travſported : And- Creſws many 
Baggs are overtaken, when Mo- 
neylcls $o/on eſcapes with ſafety, 
I thall then conclude, that vir- 
rue is calicr then vice, be 
cauſe it requires fewer Inſtru- 
ments. 
Virtne is likewiſe caſic,' be- 
cauſe it 15 fitted for all places and 
occalions z whereas vice is ſtin- 
red ro {cleft ones, One may be 
juit every where; but bribing re- 
quires opportunity , mediarion 
of others, -and that theſe orhers 
be dexterous in the conveyance, 
and cloſe as to their humour. 
Adultcry muſt batie it ſelf ro find 
aconvenient Room ;) ir requires 
| the 
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the Husbands jabſence, a faith- 
fal, and yet a faithleſs Servant. 
And albeit with the concourſe 
of theſe proviſions, it may attain 
its aim ofrencr then is fit; yet 
will it want that ſatisfaQion of- 
rener then ir wiſhes 5 whereas 
Chaſtity is circumſcribed by no 
fach _— bur is as _ as 
re; depending upon nothin 
7 is docs for 
ies happineſs to nothing that is 
not it {clf, j 
I cannot here bur reproach ?** 7 

vice, for tying us not only to ; impeſible, 
place, times, and numbers of in- 
ſtruments z but which is worſe, 
for referring all our endeavours, 
to deſigns, that arc cithex unfci- 
ſable in chemſelves; or ar beſt, 
do become ſo, becauſe of our 
fancy , or exccſe. Vanity is 
not ſatisfied without applauſe 
from others z which being an a&t 
of their free-will who beſtowes 
it, doth therefore depend upon 
H 4 their 
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their election ; whereas vinue is 
ſaitsfied with its own teſtimony; 
and is ſatisfied with norhing 
that others ſay, exceptit be bot» 
tom'd upon what they are con» 
ſcious to themſclves to deſcrve, 
Advancement proceeds not 
from him who deſires ir, bur he 
muſt expe it from another z 
and no man can fſatisfic his own 
luſt, O then happy virtue? 
who art thy own treaſure and 
expeRation ; thou alone may 'i 
dote upon thy ſclf without a 
fault; andin thee only,ſelf-love 
isnoway criminal, Whereas 
vice is unealie; becauſe it fetches 
its | ſatisfaRions from abroad ; 
and is barren, becauſe it cannor 
find chem at home. Covctoul- 
neſs muſt ſcorch inthe Indves its 
ſuttersz -it muſt freez them in 
Nows Zembla ; it terrifies them 
ar Sea; and Shipwracks chem 
upon the Shore, Whilſt vir- 
ruc recammends to us, to ſcck 
out 
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then Vitious, 
our happinefſe in no forreign 
plcafures : And Diogenes finds 
without danger in his Tub,what 
theſe Sailers purſue in their dan- 
erons Bottoms, Bur vice mighe 
rad ir ſelf lefle guilry,if its de- 
wns were only dilhcule ; bur 
difhwlty ts nor all: for vice ci- 
ther requires what is impoſlible z 
or what, by not being bounded, 
may very calily become ſo, Co- 
vetouſnefſe makes nothing e- 
nough z and propoſes not only 
whar may (atisfie, bur what ma 
beacquired, Ambition likewi 
will have every man to be high- 
<>; which is impoſſible , be- 
cauſe there "cannot be many 
bigheſts 3 and 'the firſt arrainer 
leaves nothing to his implacable 
rivals 5 bur the impatience of be- 
ing diſappointed : which not 
= diſquiets their prefear enſe; 


bat 'bogets in rhem projets of 


atraquing him by whom they 
conceive themſelves vanquiſhe. 
H 5 And 
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And theſe defigns being formed, 
by. perſons whole judgments. is 
much difordercd: -by-.1mereſt; 
(which like fir'd Powder, flees 
out, not alwayes where it may ) 
and againſt perſons already fe- 
cured, by Powery Fame, Law, 
and other advantages ; they ri- 
pen into no other iſſue, rhen a 
laſt ruine to- theſe, who. were ſo 
fooliſh, as not to ſatisfic their 
reſent humour with their pre» 
ent fortune. | 
Philoſophers have divided all 
vices into theſe, which conſiſt in 


egy #-- exceſſe, and theſe which imply 


a defeR ; the one ſbooring as far 
over the mark as the other 
comes ſhort of it; and if we 
compare virtue with cither of 
theſe ; we will find it more eaſie 
then either; for as to theſe 
which over-reach virtue , they. 
muſt be as much- more uneaſie 
then it, as they exceed it ; for 
having @'l in them which that 
virtue 


thes Vitious:; ' 
victue poſſeſſes whichithey ex- 
ceed, they mult require eicher in 
acquilition or maintenance, all 
the pains that the exceeded vir- 
tue extraſts* Thus prodigality 
requires all the ſpending , and 
pains thar liberality needs ; and 
running equally with ir all it's 
length, ic begins to require more 
pains and travel where it out- 
ſhoots the other:and thus prodi- 
gality beſttows notonly enough as 
liberaliry does;but ir laviſhes out 
more then is fic ; raking for the 
ſtandard of it's bounty, all that 
it hath to beſtow z and not cither 
what it (elf can ſpare, or what 
it's. object needs :ſealouſic pains 
itſelf more chen crue love, with 
all thoſe cxtravagancics, which 
areſo unſufferable to the party 
loved ; and ſo dilquieting to the 
lover ' hiaiſelf 3,that Phyſicians 
have accounted this a Dilcaſe, 
and the Law hath made ic a 
Crime. As to theſe vice wine h 
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It is eaſier to be-Virtuous 
being -placed in defeR, ſeem 
7 won Lees rrouble chen the. 
vietue they fall ſhort of ; as che 
others require more, becauſe of 
their excetſe z yer ſo unealic is 
vice, that even theſe rhough 
they exceed not virtue in their 
meaſuresgdo yer excced ir in theis 
roil : For nature deſigns accom- 
pliſhmenr in all «'s productions, 
and therefore ſrets,8 is diſquie- 
ted ar theſe immature effects z 
& 8 as _ more wounded 
theſe, then by virtuous ous 
ons ; pay Aur are by being 
ſpoiled of their greener fruics, or 
4s @ woman is by her too early 
birth, We ſce 1a Miſer more 
eruciar by his ſcaming penuti- 
ouſneſs, then a noble perſon 
his generous liberality : for t 
are obliged tkeep themſelves 
out of theſe occafions of ſpend 
wg ; (4 rask great enough, be- 
eaufe all men endeavour, both 
out of envy, and out of humour 
and ſport, to draw them w_ 
theſe 


then Vitious, 
theſe ſnares) and when they are 
within their own circle,they are 
forced by that reſtleffe vice, to 
deſcend to thouſands of tricks, 
which are as wearying, as un- 
handſome, I have ſeen ſome ſo 
careful of their eftares, that they 
brook'd. better ro have their 
Names and Souls burden'd then 
theſe ; and to preſerve which 
they were at more trouble then 
any can have the fairh to believe, 
bendes theſe who had the hu- 
mour ſo to do: If ro hold or 
draw with our fall force be a 
trouble, borh rheſe are the po- 
ſtures of covetouſneſſe, where- 
with it is kept apon conſtant 
guard, and in continual cmploy- 
ment ; and if ar any time they 
remit any thing of that anxicty, 


they repine mt their own neg/t- 
pice; and imagine thar hop 
oft xs muchas they hoped once 
tohavegain'd, Fear is the de- 
fe& of courage ; but yer it is 
more 
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more uncalie then courage ; 
and really this alone has more 
uncaſieneſſe, then all the frater- 
nity of virtues; for virtue is at 
worſt buſlied about, what is; 
but fear is frighed at what is noty 
equally with what is. 

Vice likewiſe is therefore leſs- 
yds way calie then virtue ; becauſe vir- 
whereas * tUe propolcs only one aim, which 
each virine js fixt and ſtable ; whillt vice 
_— and fancy leave us toan inderer» 
mination, that is unealie as well 
as dangerous; when it hath 

eſt us, to make Armies fall as 

rificed to the idol of our Am- 
bition ; and for humouring of 
that paſſion, to bring Citics as 
well as Men level with the 
ground : Then it will in the next 
thought perſwade us ; even to 


hat our Ambitions and- to- 
exchange it for love to a Milriſs 
or Companionry; as ir once 
ſerv'd the otherwiſe Great Alex» 


auder, 
As 


then Vitious, 31 

As virtue makes Neigh- _. _. 

bours;(o all rhe gue ſo tar ee —_ 

ſuch amongſt themſelves ; that tae facili- 

nor only they interfeer nor wich i272 onher 

one another ; - but the exerciſe * 

, | likewiſe of the one,facilirates the 

praQice of the ochers;thus whilſt 

- | we practice temperance , we 

learn to-be juſt; becauſe rem- 
perance is the juſt meaſure of en- 

joyingy and uſing all contingents; 

and we learn by.ur tobe patient ; 
patience being & temperance in 

grief, ſorrow ;; or affliction : Pa» 

uence is likewiſe the exerciſc of 

fortitude ; and —— is a 

juſt proportion of courage, and 

a gran exerciſe o& bold- 

neſs, And this occaſion'd the 

Philoſophers to term this noble 

alliance, the goldew chain of ire 

. cach being _ with, and 
epending upon it's fellow. Bur 

if we turn the proſpeRt ; we will 

find, that though diflention be a 

ſpecial vice ſo characer'd ; = 

a 
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all vices, have ſome what of that 
ill natur'd humour wm them ; and 
agree in-nothing bur in chis, char 
each of them dorh diſagree with 
each other z which makes the 
practice of them both tedious 
and di e: for all of 
them tting, the one in cx« 
cefſe, the other in defeR z, they 
cannot bur diſagree, exceſle and 
defeR being in themſclves moſt 
contrary : thus, Prodigality 
poſes avarice 5 comardiinetſ 
conrage z and fondneſs hatred; 
and as virruous perſons have a 
kindnels for one another ; be- 
canſe the objeR of their love re- 
I=cs, as well as admits civals 
0 vices endeavauring 80 engrots 
_ fag nmr 
vals a u . 
An.bicion incircth cach of it's 
dependers to: be chief ; and yer 
allows only one of theſe 'many $0 
enjoy, what it makes all of them 
dere. Thus avaric's rask is to 
: impro- 
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fhep Vitious, 
impropriate the * poſſeſſion of 
what Codeatined ;'and 1s necel(- 
ſary to be diſtribuced 

many thouſands : And envy will 
not only have its Maſter to be 
ſullof applauſe z bur will like- 
wiſe ftarve the defires, and me- 
rits of others ; judging that ir 
ſelf cannor be happy if others be. 
Vice then muſt be leſs ceafie then 
vutue, becauſe it hath more ene- 
mics then virtne ; and becauſc 
the virtues are more harmonious 
amongſt themſelves, then vices 
pany 


Vices not only make enemies 


to themſelves ; by a Civil Providemee 
War (as a juſt judgment upon je, 


them) they deſtroy one another; 

vidence intendrng thereby,rto 
nder the growth of what, 
though ir proſper not well, yet 
tsalrcady too noxious to man- 
kind ; and vpon the ſame prin- 
ciple of kindnefſe to what bears 
bis Image; GOD Almighty F 

an 
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and His Providence, doe deſign 
the unſuccesfulncſſe of vice z as 
being obſiruQive of his glory, as 
well as deſtruive to his Crea- 
rures ; being equally thereto en- 
gaged, by a love to his own ho- 
nour and ſervice; and by a ha- 
tred as well to theſe whocom- 
mit vice, as to 'the vice which is 
committed. Thus G O D con- 
founded thoſe Tongues which 
had ſpoke ſo much blaſphemy a- 
gainſt him ; whilſt they were 
endeavouring to raiſe a Tower 
as high astheir ſms, And when 


Dawid intended to ſpill Nabalt 


blood; GOD is ſaid ro have 
ſtopr him from being an unjuſt 
Executioner, whom he intended 
to make a molt juſt Judge. And 
ſince Balaams Aﬀſe opened its 
mouth to ſpeak this truth, they 
muſt be more ſtupid then Aﬀes, 
who wil! not bclieve it. 

The Law likewiſe by irs pu- 
niſhments , contributes all its 


endea- 
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endeavours to cruſh vice, and ro 


arreſt its ſucceſs ; ——_ 
its Edicts, any perſon to affiſt ir; 
and making not only affiſtance, 
but counſel ; nor only counſel, 
but connivance ; nor only conni- 
vance, bur concealment of ir; to 
be in moſt caſes ſo criminal z that 
all the honours which vice pro- 
miſeth, or the treaſures it gives, 
cannot be able to redeem thoſe 
who are found to have lighted 
this prohibircion, Moſt it nor 
then be diffictle co be vitious ? 
where Aſſiſtants and Counſcl- 
lours are ſoover-aw'd, and the 
intenders ſo terrificd, that few 
will ingage as inſtruments > and 
theſe who do, are ſo diſordered 
by fear ; that vitious projeRors 
are as little to expe (iccefs, as 
virmous perſons are to wiſh ir 
forthem. And toevidence how 
much” oppoſition the Law in- 
tends for vice ; it not only pu- 
diſhes vice wich what it preſ w_ 
| Y 


It ts eaſier to be Vittuous 
ly inflits z but it pteſumes it Rlill 
ity for che furure; ſemcl ma- 


r. preſumptign , many 
x omtleat aawect \ oY - 
that whereof they were others 


ayes innocent, . Though Re- 


po hath peorathng ing charmggtq 
allure the Idolaters,of Ambiting 
and Fame, yet the Law doth fo 
far ſtand againſt it, that few will 
concur with the contrivers, Cx- 
cept {uch; fools as have not the 
wit to promote igzor ſome delp 

rate perſons, with whom few 
will joyn, becauſe they are 
known to be diſconteat: and 
though revenge rcliſhes blood 
with a pleaſing. taſte ; yer the 
ſeverity. of excellent Laws cools 
much of chat inhumane heat, aad 
leſſens the pleaſure, by ſharpen- 
ing the puniſhment, Vice then 
muſt be uneaſie, fecing the Law 
oppoles it, and readers its Com- 
miſhon dangerous,as well as 0di- 
ous, Men 
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Men likewiſe joyn with GOD 
and the Law in a Confcderacy 
zpdinft vice; and though they 
too oft approve it in the warm- 
nefſe and diſorder of their pal- 
fions ; yct in their re ons 
and conventions they laugh at ir, 
and inveigh againſt ir; and 
though the preſſure of a preſent 
temprarion , overcomes them 
ſo far as to commit whar they 
diſallow z yer they do bur infre- 

ntly, and with ſo many 

&s from within, as that it's 
Commiſſion cannot be rhonghr 
ealie: Confider , how amongſt 
men, we hate cyen theſe viccs 
inothcrs, which we are guilty 
ofour ſelves ; 'and how we even 
hate theſe vices in others, by 
which we our ſelves reap no 
ſmaſl advantage. Alexander 
_ to deſtroy that baſe per- 

, who had murchercd his 
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greateſt enemy Darin z and Da- 


vid is commended, for _— 


cauſc 


It is eaſier to be Virtuous 
cauſed to kill hin, who but ſaid, 
that he had killed Saul; who 
will employ one who 1s-per- 
fidious > and (o uncaſle is vice, 
that much pains and diſcourſe 
will not perſwade us to be- 
licve one who uſes to lie ; 
whilſt we will ſoon believe 
what is really a lie from one that 
uſcs not to abuſe our truſt , few 
Judges are fo preciſely jult, as 
.not to think that they may. fa- 
vor a victuous perſon; good men 
do likewiſe reward ſuch as own 
an intereſt ſo allowable ; and 
wicked men own ſuch as arc 
virtuous, out of deſign, thereby 
ro explate. their former vice; 
and to perſwade the.world,chat 
they are, not really vitious 


though they be clteemed fo : fo 


that ſecing reward as well as in- 
clination, and juit mcn as well 
as injuſt advance virtue , and 
oppoſe vice ; vice cannot but 
be more uncaſie then virtue 
which 
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which is all is to be 
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proved. 
' Tam from refleRting upon the Vice mike 


progreſſe' and growth of vice, 
convinc'd very much of it's un- 
caſineſs ; If we look upon Re- 
bellion, Revenge, or Adulteries; 
we find them hatchet in Corners, 
#5 remote: from commerce as 
thoſe vices are rthemſelycs from 
virtue; and as black as the guilt 
of their contriversz and almoſt 
as terrifying as the worlt of pri- 
ſons are co ſuch who are bur in 

meaſure virtuous ; none of 
the Contrivers darcs truſt his 
Colleague z and which is y=t 
worſe, none of them hath cou- 
rage enough to rcfle& upon 
what hc is to do ; he muſt be too 


| badto be ſucceſsfull, who is ſo 


deſperately wicked , as not to 
tremble at the wickcCneſs he 
projeRs; & theſc bluſhingswhich 
adorn the face , when thcy are 
the motions of modeſty ; become 
ſtatins and blemiſhes, when they 
arc. 


us fear af 
mea, 


49 


It is eafier to be Virtuous 
are ſcnethere by fear, or a trou- 
bl'd conſcience z; and it is very 
pretty to obſerve, with how 
much artand pains, ſuch as are 
guilty of vice, endeavour to (hun 
all diſconrles, that can renew 
to them the leaſt refletion upon 
their former failings ; and how 
they moſt often rimes diſoblige 
their own envy and malice, in 
not daring to vent or reproach 
others with that guilt , which 
might be cakily retorted 5 and 
thus vitious men have as many 
maſters, as their vices have wit» 
neſſes : and though they are bold 
enough to commit vicez yet they 
often times want the courage to 
own ir:; and ſervants, if conſci- 
ous tc theſe crimes, become 
thereby neceflary to their ma- 
ſters z nor do wicked and vitious 
perſons fear only ſuch as do, bur 
(which is more exrenſive) ſuch 
as may know their vices ; and 
eremble at it's memory, asif the 
: Sun 
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Sun or Moon would divulge 
their ſecrets ; and by accident, 
they have oft conteſt crimes up- 
on miſtakes; and have made 
apologies for that whereof they 
were hot accus'd ; which hath 
made "rhe Confeſſors ro be 
laugh at for their error, as well 
a5 hared for their crimes. 
Another Argument to inforce 
thar virtue is more ealte then 7/7 
vice z is, that ſecing nature is je $5-tuoxs 
the ſpring of all operations; cer then vitivas, 
rinly chat muſt be moſt ealie, 
which is moſt natural; and when 
we would expreſle any thing to 
be calie to a- perſon or nation ; 
we ſay, it is natural to them 
» | and miracles arcuneaſie and dif- 
e | kcule, becauſe they run the 
» | | counter-trat of nature , being 
s | cither above, againſt ; or beſide 
t | it's afſillance : Butſo ir is thar 
h | victue is a more natural operari- 
d | enthen vice ; both becauſe tr cſs 
e | infeſts nature then vice does; and 
n I becauſe 
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becauſe nature diſcovers more 
of a bent to a virtuouſly theh 
vitiouſly z; which arc the only 
two ſenſes in whichany thing is 
ſaid to be natural. 

Thar virtue of theſe two pre- 
judges nature leaſt, is clear from 
this z that ſobriety cheriſheth it, 
when it is run down by intem» 


perance z murder killsit z glut- | 


tony choaksir ; and jealouſie 
keeps it not alive but to torment 
it; and gencrally when ever Na- 
rure is diftreſt, it flyes to virtue z 
eicher for ProtcRion, as to Cou- 
rage, Juſtice , and Clemency; 
or for recovery, 4: to Tempe» 
rance, Induſtry , and Chaſtity: 
Few gray hairs owe their white- 
neſs , except to that innocence 
whoſe Livery it is ; Rapine,Op+ 
prnen, and theſe other vices, 
ightening their infolence 4+ 
q_ man, to that point ; that 
muſt ſerve chem in being (bus 


" Own Cut-throatz to he com- 


mended 
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then Vitious, 
mended for nothing elſe, ſave 
that they rid the World of ſuchy 
who came only toit, to deface 
that (fromem abrick, whereof 
the Almightly reſented fo the 


| pleaſure of having created it ; 


that he appoiatcd a day of each 
ſeven to celebrate- its Feitivals, 
Are not ſome (ins ſaid to be fins 
dgainſi our own bodies 2 Not be- 
cauſe all are not ſo in ſome mea- 
ſure ; bur becauſe ſome are ſo in 
ſo eminent a meaſure; that the 
Apoltle, who knew much of all 
mens inclinations, thought, char 
there being ſo much ſuch, was 
mough to reſtrain ſuch perſons 
from committing them, as were 
yet ſo wicked, as not coobey a 
Saviour who died for them. 
And why is ic that Laws arc ſo 
ſevere againſt vice 2 but becauſe 
& deſtroys and corrupts the 
Members of the Common- 
wealth> I have oft, notwich- 
ſanding the Precepts of Stoi- 

I 2 ciſme, 


43 
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It is eaſier to be Virtuous 
ciſme, which forbids me ro be 
ſo cfieminare, as to pity any 
thing ; and notwithſtandin 
the principles of Juſtice, which 
forbids me to pity perſons who 
are flagitious ; yer been driven 
to that excefle of compaſſion for 
the ſtare of vitious perſons ; that 
I have no more remembred even 
the wrongs that they have done 
me : toſce the Pox wear out a 
face which had been fo oft Fair- 
ded; and the Gour felter feet, 
that as the Pſalmiſt ſays , zere 
ſwift to doill, are but too ordi- 
nary Encounters to excite com- 

10n : Bur to ſee the VVheel 

atned with the marrow of tor- 
tured miſcreants ; and the Rack 
pull to pieces theſe Receptacles 
of vice ; are great inſtances how 
greatan enemy vice is to Na- 
cure; under whoſe ill conduct, 
and for whoſe errors it ſuffers 
tormets, which are much ſooner 
fclt then cxpreſt, 
Since 


then Virious, 

Since then Nature is ſo op- 

'd by vice; it cannot be ir 
ſelf ſo unwiſe, in the meaneſt of 
theſe many degrees which we 
aſcribe to many creatures whom 
it makes wiſe ; if it diſpoſed 
not mankind to entertain an 
averſion for vice, which is ſo 
much its enemy, Shall the 
Sheep, the {illieſt of all Animals, 
or the Earth, the dulleſt of all 
the elements, flee from its Op- 
preſlors > And ſhall Nature, 
which ſhould be wiſer then 
theſe, becauſe it beſtows theſe 
inclinations upon them, which 
makes them pals for wiſe, be ſo 
imprudent, as not to mould men 
ſo, as to incline them to hate 
vice, which ſo much hurts it 2 
Is there any vice committed, to 
which we may not find another 


| impulſive cauſe then Nature #2 
| And are not moſt vices -eicher 
| committed by cultome, by being 


l 
: 


miſtaken for god, by intereſt, 
I 3 or 
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It is eaſier to be Virtuous 


or inadvertence, as ſhall be | 1 
ſhcwed in the cloſe of this Dif- ; 
| 


courſe > And fecing Nature de- 
ſigns todo nothing in vain z itis 
not imaginable that ir ſhould 
prompt us tovice, wherein no- 
thing but vaniry can be expected; 
or from which nothing elſe can 
bereapr,, Theſe who are foin- 
jurious to Nature (becauſe ita 
.pzars Nature hath been leſs li- 
eral to them , of underſtand- | 
ing, thento others) as to faſten 
his reproach upon it, of incli- 
ning men to vice ; do contradi 
themfclyes, when they ſay that 
Nature is fſatisfhed with little, 
and defices nothing that is ſu- 
perfluous z whereas all theſe 
vices which conſiſt in exceſs, do 
ſtretch themſelves ro ſuperflui- ' 
ty whilſt upon the other ſide, 
theſe vices which conſiſt in de- 
fect, 'are yet as unnatural ; bec- 
cauſe in theſe the commitrers 
deny themſelves what is neceſſa- 


ry 


be 
{- 
O. 
Is 
d 
» 
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b 


| the veſſels; _ Rage by the 
4 


then V irious ' af 
ry for them, and ſo are moſt 


-unnatural : Nature defiring to 


ſee every thing accompliſh'd in: 

ins juſt proportions, and ſatis- 

fied in its juſt deſires, . 
All vices have their own pe» F Vice 

culiar Diſeaſes, ro which they jjecty pi% 

inevitably lead z Envy brings /eaſe. 

men toa leanneſs, as it it were 

fed with ics Maſters fleſh, as 

well as with its Enemies fail- 

ings z Luft the Pox and Con- 

ſumprions ; Drunkenneſs Ca- 

tarrhes and Gouts ; and Rage, 

Feavers and Phrenſics z which is 

a demonſtration of cheir unea(i- 

neſfe, and incommodiouſnefle : 

And 1 might almoſt ſay , that 

thoſe vices are like Frogs, Lice, 

and other deſpicable and terrible 

inſets, generated and kneaded 


| oft of excrementicious humours; 
| Luſtigoccafioned by the ſuper- 
| Ruity and heat of the Blood ; 


Drunkenneſſe by a drynefſe of 


COr- 
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corruption and extuberancy. of | 
Choler, Conſider how much | | 


the frowns. of anger disfigure 
the ſweeteſt face; how much 
rage diſcompoſes our diſcourſe, 
& by theſe & its other poſtures, 
e will find vice an eneniy to 

ature - So that in all-rheſe, 
Nature labours under ſome di- 
ltemper z and is diſtreſt in its 
operations; and as them not 
out of choice, but as fick-men 
riſe to hunt for what their Phy- 
fitians deny them, And from 
all- this it follows, that. vice is 
neither natural in its produRi- 


. Ons, nor in its tendencies z not 


being deligned by Nature in the 
one, nor deſigning to preſerve 
Nature inthe other. 


I confeſſe there is a rank of ' 


virtues, which are ſupernatu- 
ral ;; ſuch as Faith, Hope and 
Repentance ; but cither there 
could be no-contra-diſtinRion of 
theſe from fuch as I treat of; 
Or 


then Vitious. 
or elſe theſe of which I here 
ſpeak, muſt be natural , Tode- 


- ery ſelves, if we will follow 


iſt ; and that fleſh and blood 
did not-rcach Petey, to emit that 
noble confeſſion of Chriſts be- 
ing the Son of the Etcrnal 
GOD; proves that ſome ſpi 
ritual truths,are above the reac 
of Reaſon ; yer with relation to 
thoſe other moral virtues, that 
ſame inſpired. Volume aſſures 


us, That the Gentiles, who have no Rom:2.14- 


Law, do by nature the things con- 
tuned itn the Law ;, theſe not ba- 
wing. the Law, are a Law unto 


| themſelves 3” which ſhew the work of 


> — —— —  —— 


the Law written in their hearts ; - 
the. Conſs tence alſo bearing witneſs, 
ad thetr Thoughts in the mean 
time accuſing, or elſe excufing one 
awther z, and elſewhere the wic- 
ked are (aid ro be without nars- 


ral affei:az ;, are not all-ſins even fn.1.31 ; 
4n the gialeR of: Philoſophers 
| [and Law: givers, as well asin 


I 5 rhe 


Go 


The bortonr 
yp wakes ſeries that wait upon vice , by | 
Vice ancafy, ©lling you that no man who 1s 


It is eafter to be Vireuous 
the Language of Canaan termed 
unnarural > Whar is Paricide, 
Ingratitude, refſion,: Lying, 
&c., bur the ſubverſion of t 
Laws, whereof our own hearts 
are —_— ? Doth not Na- 
rure, wing us Tongues to 
veperelle os ” Arikg hich us, 
that to diſgnife our thoughts, or 
ro-contradi&t them, is to be ug- 
natural : And ſecing the norac- 
knowledgment of favours, ob- 
firugs rhe future relief of our 
neceffities ;3 it muſt be as unng- 
tural tobe uograce ; as it is 06- 
tural ro provide ({upplies for our 
craving wants, 

I will not fally exhauſt the mi- 


really vitious , finnerh without | 
relufancy in the commiſſion;Bur 
I muſt likewiſe rel] you , that | 
though all che preceding diſad- | 
J were {alv'd;zyet the na- | 
mral horrour which-rcſules _ 
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then Vitious, 


the commiſſion of vice, 18 great 
enough to render ir a miracle, 
that any man ſhould be vitious : 
our Conſcience 'can condemn us 
without Witneſſes ; though we 
bribe off all Witneſſes from 
withour ; or -thoagh by Sophi- 
firy and Arr, we render their 
Depoſitions infucceſsful : And 
though Remiſhons can ſecure us 
apainlt all external puniſhments; 
yet the Arm of that Executioner 
cannot be ſtopt : and if ye conſi- 
der: how- men become thereby 


| Inconſolable, by the attendance 


of Frietds, andrhe advantage of 
all exterior plcafarcs ; ye can- 
not bur conclude thar vice is to 
be pitted, a3. well as ſhun'd ; 


_ #hdthar this done makes it more 


wneaſte then virtue, whereby the 
reaceſt ' bf ' misfortunes are . 
cerned ; and ourwar.| tor- 
ments; by having rheir Proſp«R 


| mirned who /fucyre Praiſe and 
| Rewards ;vrendered * plcaſittes 


oO 
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It is eaſier tobe Virewous 


toſuch as ſuffer them ; and are 
looke upon as Ornaments , by 
ſuch as ſee them inflited, and 
draw Praiſcs from ſucceeding 
Ages. 


Hic muyus abane us eto, 
Nil canſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere 


culpa ; 


Was the determination of a Pas 
gan, who could derive no hap- 
pineſſe from theſe Divine Promi» 
ſes upon which we are. obli 

to rely for Rewards; which, 
though they, be too grea to be 
underſtood by the Sons of Men 
yet are not ſo great,but that they 
may be expeRed by us, when we 
ſhall be adopted to be the Sons 
of that GOD , whoſe power, 
to beſtow, can be cqual'd by no- 
thing, but by his deſire tograti- 
he- _ ny qtoggr crown'd 
vitious defigns; yet vice 'mects 
with this ancatincdl: of remor(; 


wherein 


then Vitious, 
wherein the ſouls of men are 
made to forget the pleaſure of 
ſucceſs, and-are puniſhed for 
having been ſuccetsful : And 
theſe will cither not remember 
their ſucceſſe; in which cafe 
they want all pleaſure: or if 
they think upon it; that ought 
will lead them back to er 
the guilt and baſeneſle ro which 


they owe it ; Which will yex 


free them. Virtue afflits 

at moſt but the body ; and in 
theſe pains,Philoſophy comforts 
us ; but vice afflits our Sovls, 
aud the Soul being.more ſcaſible 
then the Body z (ſeeing the bo» 
dy owes its ſenableneſle to it.) 
rtainly, the torments of vice 
an 2 greeges : and this ſeems 
the reaſon, wby our Saviour, in 
lenſing: the rotments of Hell; 
0+ age porm which never dies, 
fore the fire that never goeth ont 
And that the rebukes of. a na:w 
ral KENCE, ALE of all rogs 


(277! mcars - 
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nours,whoſe diſquicthelſc | 
£21 149; ſuch. 


It ts eaſjey to be Virtuous 
ments the moſt inſupportable ; 
appears from rhis z char albeit 
death be the moſt formidable of 
all - rormems'y ' (men ſuffering 
Tortures, Phyſick, Conraumelics, 
Poverty, and the ſharpeſt of af- 
fAlitions, to ſhun its encounter) 
yer men; in exchange of rheſs, 
will tot only weleome Death, 
but will aſſumeir to themſelves ; 
adding the guilt and infarty of 
felf-murder, the confiſcation of 
an Eftate,and the infamous want 
of Burial, "to che 'horroury of -#h 
ordinary-'deathy and ' @1 this 
ro-ſhift the preſent gnawings of 
4 Conſcience, ' The horrours 
likewiſc of a guilty "Conſcience 
dorh in chis appear moſt diſque 
ering ; that thofewho- have there 
Coofcience fo burden'd; ido ac: 
know ; that aſter confeſf 
on, they find rhemfelves as mucti 
eafed;; as a fick Stomack is re- 
heved'by vomiting ap theſehn- 
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ther Vretous, 
ſach - as ſuffered rhem, rather 
fick perſons 4 then Patients : 
Whereas, what ever be the pre- 
ſent troubles which ariſeth from 
virtue z yet if they continne noty 
they are tolerable ; and if the 
continae, cuſtome , and rhe al- 
fitance of Philoſophy will leſſen 
wide, or and at beſt, = 
is 10 be but temporary, be- 
aſe the cauſe from which they 
deſcend is but 'momentary - It 
they be not ſharp and violent, 
they are fuffcrable z, and if they 
de violent, they "cannot laſt 3 or 
#r leaſt rhe Pariene cannot laſt 
a mee them, Where- 
as theſe refletions thar diſquiet 
| us invice, ariſing from the ſoul 
| ie (elf, eamorperith whilft char 
' hath aty+beiny. | And fo the 
vitions ſont muſt 'meaſare it's 
if by the leyge' of Ererairys 
vice'di4 let onr irs joys 
bac bythe length of xa moment; 
and did nor 1 eventhe narrow 
| dimen- 
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It is eaffer to be Virtuous 
dimenſions of that moment, with 
fincere joy.; the knowledge that 
theſe were to be ſhort liv'd, and 


the fear of ſucceeding torment, 


poſſeſſing much- of. that little 
room. 
The firſt objeftion whole dif- 


ficulty deſerves an anſwer, is; 
that virrue. obliges us to oppoſe 
pleaſures ; to acculiome 
Our ſelves with ſuch rigors, ſeri- 
ouſnefſe, and patience, as cans 
Bot but render - it's praRice- un- 
cafic ; and if the, Readers own 
ingenuity. ſupply not what may 
be rcjoyn'd 40. this 3-it will re- 
quire a diſcouxſc,thar ſhall have 
no othep: deſign beſides irs ſatis- 
faion; and really roſhew by 

hat means every,man maymake 


w 

ones ently happy z 

to.loiren the appearing mgoues' 
is.a def 


of Philoſophy ; is-a ;defga 
which-if I thought it ror wy 


of . a {wecter pen, (ould be 


> by wine ; and for which 


| 
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then Vitious, 

[ have,in my current experience, 
ather'd:rogether ſome looſe re- 
fieQions and. obſervations ; of 
whole cogency I have this aſſu- 
rance ; that they haye often mo- 
derated the wildeſt of my own 
ſtraying inclinations 3 and- ſo 
might pretend to-a more prevai- 
ling cendent over-fuch; whoſe 
reaſon remperamente makes 
them much more reclaimable-: 
Bur at preſent my anſwer is,that 
Philoſophy enjoyns nor the crot- 
ling of our own inclinations, bur 
in order to jtheir accompliſh- 
ment's and'' it propoſes plea- 
ſurc as it's end, as well as vice; 
though for it's more fixt eſta- 
bliſhment , it ſometimes com- 
mands what ſcems rude to ſuch 
as areftrangersto it's intentions 
in them,” | Thus temperance re- 
ſolves to highten the pleaſures 
of enjoyment, by defending us 
againſt all the inſules of exceſſe 
and oppreſkve loathing 3 and 
when. 


It is eafter ts be Virmous 
when ic-leſſens our pleaſures, ir 
Joon encage them, but 
'x0 Make them fic and convenieht 
pr US 3;EVEen w_ Souldiers, _ 
though enort w 
and C—_ yet if withott 
theſe they cannot reach. thoſe 
Lawrels, towhich they climb; 
they will not ſo far. diſparage 
their ownhopes,as to think they 
ſhould fix them upon any-thi 
whoſe purchaſe deſerves not 
the ſuffering of rheſe. Puylick 
cannot be called a-cruet 
ment, becauſeto ,preſerve what 
is ſound, it will-cut off what i 
tainted ; and theſc wvitious pet- 
ſons, whoſe lazineſle forms this 
doubt, do anſwer it when they 
endure the fſickneſſe of Drun- 
kenneſſe, the toiling of Avarice, 
the attendance of _ vanity, 
and the watchings of Anxiety j 
and-all this to ſatisfie inclinati- 
ons, whoſe ſhortneſs allowes 


little pleaſure 3 and+ whoſe _ 
» 4 
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then Whious, 
ſpe excludes all fature hopes. 
-" as diſquier themſelves P 


Anxiety, (which is « frequen 


repeared ſelf-murther) are more 
tortur'd, then they could be b 
the want of what they pant at- 
ter ; that long'd for poſſefſion of 
a Neighbonrs eſtate, or of a 
public oyment, makes dee- 
per imprefſions of grief by their 
abſence ; then their enjoyment 
can repair; and a Philoſopher 
will ſooner convince himſelf of 
their not being the neceſſary in- 
tegrants of our happineſs ; then 
the Miſer will, by all his affidu- 
ouſneſs, gain them. 

There are but three inftanccs 
of time 3 and in each of theſe, 
vitious —_ are much trou- 
bled ; the: proſpe& of uſual in- 
facceſicfulneſſe, difficuſries, or 
inconveniences, do torment be- 
fore the Commiſſion ; horrour, 
trembling , and relucancy do 
terrifie 1n the a&; and conſci- 
ence 


59 


ho 


Itjis eafier to be Virtuous 
ence ſucceeds. to theſe after 


commiſhon, as the laſt, but nat 


the leaſt of theſe. unruly tor- 
ments, And as to the pleaſures of 
vice, it. can have none in any of 
theſe parcels of time, beſide the 
preſent 5 which preſent , is by 
many Philoſophers ſcarce- al- 


lowed the name of time ; and is 


at beſt ſo ſwift, that it's plea- 
ſures muſt be too. tranſient to be 
poſſeſt, I confeſs that Revenge 
15 the moſt inticeing of all vices; 
in. ſo much, that ia wicked 


Jtalien ſaid, that GOD Al 


mighty had reſerv'd ic to him- 
ſelf, becauſe it was too noble 
and ſatisfying a Prerogative to 
be beſtowed, upon Mortals ; yer 
it diſcharges at once it's plea- 
ſure with it's fury; and likes 
Bee , languiſhes afcer it hath 
ſpent it's ſting ; and when ir is 
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Once ated, which is oft in one 


moment, ir  ceaſeth from that 
moment to be a pleaſure Þ wt 
uc 


then Vitious. 


| ſuchas were tickled once wich 


it, are  aftaid' of it's remem- 
brance z and' think worſe of ir, 
then 'rhey did formerly of the 
affront, ro expiate which, it was 
undertaken ; Thirty pieces of 
Silver might have had ſome 
ſerchery 1n them art Jude firſt 
touch z but” they behoved to 
have a very unreſembling effe&, 
when he took no longer pleaſure 
inthem, then to' have come the 
next week ro offer them back: 
and becauſe they were refuſed, 
to rid himſelf of his life and them 
ether. 
he pains of vice may be con- 
cluded greatcr then theſe of vir- 
twe, from this ; that virtuous 
rſons are in their ſufferings al- 
ed by all the World ; vitious 
perſons doing ſo to expiate their 
own crimes ; and virtuous per- 
ſons doing the ſame, do reward 
the virtue they adore: and if 
theſe endeavours prove infuc- 


cefsful, cvery man by bearing a | 
ſhare ' 
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ſhare in their grief, do all they 
can to leſſen it ; but vitious pet- 
ſons have their ſufferings aug» 
mented by the disdain, and 5ol 
opprobries thrown upon them by 
ſuch as were witneſſes to their 
vices; and fach as had any in» 
clination for them, dare nor ap- 
pear to be their well-wiſhers ; 
leſt they be reputed Complices 
of their crimes. 

I need not fear ſo much 
weakneſle in this my Theam z as 
to bring up a thouſand of theſe 
inſtances to its aid, that lic every 
where obvious to the leaſt curi- 
ous obſervation, VV hat is more 
laborious then Pride > wherein, 
by robbing from others what is 
duc to them, the acquircrs are 
Rill obliged to defend their new 
Concrete with more vigilance, 
then virtue needs 2 The proud 
man muſt be greateſt then all 
others; and ſo muſt toil more 
then they all, his task being 
greatcr 
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then Vitious; 
cater then all theirs joyntly. 
And the jealous man muſt never 
be fatisfhed, rill he know nor 
only what is truth, bur what he 
ſears to be fo; being moſt un- 
happy in this, that if he ger af- 
ſurance of whar he ſuſpeRs,/then 
heis made really miſcrable ; or 
ifhe attain not to that afſurance, 
he muſt ſtil] coil for it; and moſt 
make himſclf miſerable by his 
till he become really ſo ; 
being inform'd of what ar one 
inſtant he wiſhes to be falſe,and 
endeavours to make true, Re- 
vengeis moſt painful,bothin per- 

ſwading usthat theſe ar 
which of their own nature are 
noaffrones ; and then in bringing 
on us much more hazard then 
their fatisfaQion can repay : For 
one'word ſpoke tous, which (ir 
may be) the ſpeaker intended as 
no injury; how many haves by 
murdering the ſpeaker, or ſome 
ſuch raſh attempt ; deprived 

t 
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themſelves of the priviledge of 
ſceing their friends without 
horrour z or of coming abroad 
without imminent danger ; skul- 
king in Dens like Theeves ; im- 
ellened for fear of Priſon ; and 
dying daily to ſhun the death 
they fear. Whereas Socrates, 
by laughing at him who ſpar in 
his face ; had then the pleaſure 
to ſee himſelf at preſent ſatisfied; 
and did foreſce the hopes of fu- 
ture praiſes, Guiltineſs muſk 
ſearch out corners; it muſt at all 
rates ſecure favorites ; it muſt 
ſhun to meet with ſuch as are 
conſcious to irs guilt ; and when 
ever two menſpeak privately in 
preſence of ſuch as are vitious, 
they perſwade themſelves that 
ſomewhat is there ſpoke to their 
diſadvantage ; and like one who 
labours of a fore, they muſt (till 
be careful that their wound be 
not toucht, 
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thes Vitious, 
To conclude then this Period, 
conſider, rhat | every thing that 
is uncaſie muſt be unpleaſant 
and that vice is more uncaſie 
then virtue , appears from the 
whole foregoing Diſcourſe, 


I hope the preceding Dif- ” "# 
courſe hath cleared off all theſe 6” © 


doubts that can oppoſe this well- 
founded truth ; leaving only this 
objetion here to be anſwered, 
If vice be leſs calle, and leſs na- 
tural rhen virtue ; why do the 
reater part of Mankind range 
mſelves to its {ide'? leaving 
virtue as few followcrs,as it pro- 
feſſes to delire admirers > In an- 
{wer whereto, I confeſs that this 
objetion proves men to be mad, 
but not vice to be eaſie 3 even as 
when we ſee men throw away 
their Cloths,run the Fields over, 
and expoſe themſelves to ſtorms, 
leaving their convenient homes, 
and kind family : we conclude 
ſuch as do "4 be mad ; bur 


arc 
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arc-not induced to believe that 
what they do is calie, And 
certainly vice is a _— as 
may appear convincingly from 
dh ae when we 5 chat 
run to theſe exceſſes z (which 
we 'thought Gallantry in our 
ſelves, when we were aQting the 
like) we ask them ſerioully , 
What, are ye mad > And He 
zael; when the cruelty he was 
ro (and did) commit, was fore- 
told himby the Propher, did 
with admiration ask, what? am 
1 « Dog , that I ſhould dv theſe 
thivgs! Andrhe Prodigal, when 
he freed himſelf from theſe viti- 
ous roavings is ſaid to have come 
to himſelf ; by which word Mad- 
neſs is uſually cxpreſt : Men are 
ſaid to be mad, when they offer 
violence to their Body z and 'it 
is a more advanc'd degree of 
madneſs, to offer violence to-our 
Souls 3 which 'we then do (be- 


ſides the ruining of our Bodies) 
| when 
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then Vitious, 
when we are vitious, And to 
ſuch as prefer _ their Bolies to 
their Souls , I recommend the 
Survey of ſuch Bodies, as have 
waſted themſelves in Stews and 
Taverns z or have lefe Limbs 
upon the Field where they laſt 
quarrelled after Cups, for vani- 
ty, or Miftreſſes. The ſecond 
anſwer is, that men miſtakeoft- 
times vice for virtue; and are 
inticed to it"by an errorin their 
Judgments, rather then any de- 
pravednefs 'in theic AﬀeRions. 
Thus Drunkenneſs recommends 
itſelf to us, 'under the nation of 
kindneſs ; and Prodigalicy, un- 
der that of Liberality : Com- 
_ likewiſe is the grear 
mp of much viriouſneſs to well 
diſpoſed perforis ; .and many are 
by it inticed tocrr, to:gratific 4 
miſtake in-rheir friendibip; for 
they are perſwaded that friend- 
= and kindneſs arc ſo innocent- 
{ſweer quatities' $:thar 'they 
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cannot command what are not 
juſt as themſelves. 

Cuſtome alſo, as it is a ſecond 
nature, ſoit is a Step-motherto 
virtue ; and whilſt we endea- 
vourto ſhun the vice of being 
ain, and ſingular; we ſlip into 
theſe vices which are roo famili- 
ar to be formidable ; and which 
we would not have commirted; 
if the mode and faſhion had not 
derermin'd us ther@o , againſt 
our firſt and pure inclinations ; 
thus the Germans believe Drin« 
king to be kindneſs : and the 7ta- 
has is, by ithe cuſtome of his 
Country, induc'd not to tremble 
ar, bur ro love Sodomy, We 
have #ntereft likewiſe to blame, 
for much of that wickednefſe , 
which we falſly charge upon na- 
ere: For this. brib's us to op- 
_ what naturally we would 
ollow : bur above all want of 
conſideration, is the frequent oc- 
calion of many of rhete 'difor- 


ders ; 


thes Vitious. | 
ders ; fo that virtue is not poſt- 
pon'd by choice, bur by neglt- 
| youe ; neither would it be more 
ifficule for us ro be virtuous in 
many of our aQions , then it 
would be for us to conſider 
what we are about to do, And 
I may ſeal up this Period with 
the blunt complaine made « ta 
poor woman ; who after her 
affection and intercit had forced 
from . her many paſſionate re- 
-_ againſk her ſons debor- 
ingsz concladed thus: alas / 
my ſon will never recover, for 
he cannot thizt + therefore I 
muſt conclude, that ſeeing ir is 
calie to think; it muſt be like- 
wiſe cafie ro be virtuous, 

It is indeed hard for one who 
is drunk to ſtand upright ; or 
for one who hath his eyes co- 
ver'd with mire to ſee clearly 
and yer, ſtanding upright,or ſce- 
ing c'carly,are not in themſelves 
difficult rasks : Juſt ſo, virtue is 
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ealie in icſelf ; though our pre- 
ingagement to the contrary ha- 
bit, .rather then to the vice it 
ſelf, renders it's operations 
ſomewhat unealic z whereas, if 
we had. once imbued our Souls 
with a habie of virtue ; it's Cx» 


erciſe would be far caſicr to us, 


then that of it's contrary ; for it 
would be aſſiſted by reaſon, na- 
ture, reward, and applauſe; all 
which oppoſe the other, He 
who becomes temperate, finds 
his temperance much leſs troit- 
bleſome, then the moſt habimal 
drunkard carr his exceſſe 5 who 
can never render it ſo familiar, 
bur that he will be conſtrain'd to 
make faces when he quatfs off a 
tedious health ; and will at ſome 
times find either his quarrels,the 
becraying his friends ſecret, or 
his crudities to importune him. 
No lyar hath fo mnch accuſto- 
med himſelf ro that trade ; but 
he will diſcover himſcif fome- 
times 


then Vitious: 
times in his bluſhes, and will be 
oft diſtre(s'd, ro ſhape our co- 
vers:for his falſeneſs z whereas 
he who is free from the bondage 
of that habit, will alwayes find 
it ſo calie ; that he will never 
hear a lye , without admiring 
with what confidence it could 
have been forg'd, 

Whereas to know the ealt- 
neſs of virtue, we nccd only this 
refleftion 5 that every vitious 
perſon thinks ir eaſier to conquer 
the vice he ſces in another : He 
who whores admires the un- 
eafineſſe and unpleaſantneſſe of 
drinking; and the Drunkard 
laughs ar the fruitlcfs toilof am- 
bition ; which ſh-ws that vice is 
an uneaſie conqueſt, ſecing the 
meanelt perſons can ſubdue 


ir, 

Though truth and newneſſe 
do of all other motives court us 
ſooneſt to complacency ; and 
that my preſent -Theme may pre- 
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s Theſe prove? 
$ the wneaſfp- 
$ zeſs alſo of Wrackt Veſlel, 
1 private 
quarrel s 
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tend to both; yet ſo ſtudious am 
I of ſucceſs, where I have a 
tenderneſs for the Subje&t for 
which I contend ; that for fur- 
ther convition of it's enemics z 
I muſt recommend tothem to go 
to the Courts of Monarchs ; and 
there learn the uncaſinefle and 
unpleaſantneſle of vice ; from it's 
ſplitting choſe in Oppoſicions and 
Factions ; which afford the rea- 
ſonable on-lookers as diſagree- 
able a proſpeR, as that of a ſhip- 
And when 
FaRtion has once diſmembred a 
Society ; it is not ſtrange to {ce 
what pains and anxicty muſt be 
ſhewed by both oppolices , to 
diſcover and ruine each others 
projets > Other men toil only 
to make themſelves happy ; but 
thoſe _ —_—_ _—_— to 
keep their oppolites from bein 

ſo Sh nd. ſeck applauſe m. 
themſelves, and muſt itop ir from 
their enemies 4, they muſt _ 
al 


then Vitions: 
all places' where theſe. arc cn- 
rertained; and all occaſions 
which may bring them ro:mcer, 
though inclination or curioſity 
do extreamly bend them to go 
thicher : rhey.muſt oppole the 
friends of their enemics, though 
they be defirous and oblig'd up- 
on many other ſcores to do them 
good Offices : they grow pale 
at their appearances y. and are 
diſordered at-what praiſc is-gi- 
ven thoſe; though beltowed 
upon them for promoving that 
publick good wherein the con- 
ecmners thare for much of their 
own ſafety: and it is moſt ordi- 
nary to hear ſuch fationsZealors 
ſwear, that they would chooſe 
rather to be deſtroyed by a pub» 
lick Enemy,. then preſerv'd by 
a Rival, From all which ir. is 
but too clear, that all vitious per» 
ſons. are flaves z | which though 
the; uncaſieſt of ſtares; yer 16 
ſhun a loſs of ſuppoſed * wr 
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moſt men. refuſe to be virtuous, If 
we' goto Phylitians we will find 
their ſhambles hung round, with 
the Trophies of vice : For Ten- 
perance, Chaſtizy, or the orher 
virtues {end few.thither: bur 
wantonneſs - repayes there it's 
one moments  pleafire wirh a 
years curez. and makes rhem 
afraid ro ſec that divfigured face, 
for whoſe repreſentation they 
once doted upon their flattering 
Mirrours. . There ke'fuch Pr 
ſoners as the drunken Gout harh 
fetter'd ; and there lie Jouring 
ſuch as Gluttony hath: oppreſt : 
Lerus go to Prilons and Scaf- 
folds, and there we will ſee fuch 
furnifhtour with the envoyes of 
injuſtice , malice , revenge and 
murders. Let-us go to Diviges, - 
& they will cell as of the horrid 
exc}amations of ſuch,as have 

on their death-bed ſcen muſtered 
before them, thoſe fins, which 
how ſoon they had their m_ . 

( 
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- Creed of a Romany who belicv'd, 


then Vicious. 
of ſeaſualicy and luſt pulled off, 
did appear in figures monſtrous 


cnough to terrifie a Soul which 
took leiſure ro conlider them, , 


Hi ſunt qui trepidant, & ad omnia Juvenal. 


fulgura pallext. 


And though the conſcicnces 
of Souldicrs have oft-rimes their 
ears ſo deafaed with warlhke 
ſounds or welcome applauſes, 
that they cannot hear; and their 
eyes {o cover'd with their enc- + 
mics gore, that they cannot ſee 
theſe terrifying ſhapes of inward 
revenge : yet, if we belicve Lu- 
can , neither could the wrongs 
done to Ceſar fo far Jegirimare 
his ſury z nor the preſent joy, or 
_ ro er ſo far — him 
com reflecting uv is by-paſt 
aQtons ; uy) the — of 
Chriſtianity (which enlivens ex- 
treamly theſe texrors beyond the 


that 
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that gallantry was devotion) fo 
far favour his cruelty ;; but that 
he and his Souldiers wcre the 
night of Pharſalis's batec! thus 
diiturb'd ; Lucany Book 7, 


But furious dreams diſturb their refieſſe reſt , 
Pha:ſalia”s fight remains in every breft , 
Ther berrid guilt fill works : the battel Bands 
I» all their thought; try brandiſh empty bands, 
Without yr ſwords ; you wonld beve thought: 
the field 
Bal ground ; and that the guilty earth did yield 
Krbaled ſpirit? that in the air did move ; 
And $tygian fears poſſeſt the night above. 
A ſad revenge on them their conqueſt takes ; 
"Their ſleeps preſent the ſvries bifſing ſnakes, 
Had brands ; their Conttry-mess ſad ghoſts ay» 
pear : 
To each the image of dis fear. 
One ſtes an old mans viſage, ore a youne ; \' 
Anatbers tortur'd all the evening long. 
with bis ſlain brothers ſpirit , t ir Feeders bebe 
— ome : but Cxſar's ſoul all ghofts af 
right. | 


Bur that I may reft your 
thoughts from the noiſe and 
horrour of theſe objeas ; let me 
lead them into a Philoſophers 
Cell, or Houſe ; (for virtue -is 
nor 


then Vitions, 
not like vice, confin'd to places) 
and there ye will ſee mcaſurcs 
taken, by no leſs noble nor leſs 
erring Pattern, then Nature, 
His Furniture is not the off- 
ſpring of the laſt faſhion z and 
ſo he muſt not be at the toil, to 
keep Spies for informing him, 
when the ſucceeding moJe muſt 
cauſe theſe be pull'd down; and 
needs not be troubled, to fill the 
room yearly of that contemn'd 
ſtuffe he but lately admir'd, He 
is not troubl'd that- anothers 
Candleſticks are ofa later mould; 
nor vext, that he cannot multer 
ſomany Cabinets or Knacks as 
hedoes, He ſpends no ſuch idle 
ame as is requiſite for making 
t entertainments ; wherein: 
ture is oppreſt to pleaſc fan- 
cy; and muſt be by the next 
P tortur'/d ro cure its 
errors : His Soul lodges cleanly; 
neither clouded - with the va- 
pours, nor cloy'sd with che cru- 
ditcs 
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dities of his Table ; he applyes 
every thing to it's natural uſe; 
and fo uſes. meat and drink, not 
ro expreſs kindneſs (friendſhip 


doing that office mugh better) | 
but to refreſh, and not to occa+» | 


fion his weakneſs. His dregms 
are neither difturb'd by the hor- 
rid | repreſentation of his laſt 
daycs crimes ; nor by the too 
deep impreſſions of the next 
daycs deſigns : but are calm as 
the Brealt thcy refreſh,and plea- 
fant as the-rett they bring ; his 
eyes ſuffer no ſuch ecclipſe in 
theſe, as the cyes of virious 
men do,when they are darkened 


with Drunkenaefs or exceſſive | 


ſorrow ; for all his darkneſſes: 


[| 
: 


ſucceed as ſealonably to his re- || 


creations, as the day is followed 
in by the nighr,, In his Cloths, 


he uſes not ſuch as requires two: 
or three hours to their laborious. 


drefling z or- which over-awe 
the wearcr ſo, thathe muſt fhuo 
eo 
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to:go abroad toal) places, or'at 
all occaftons , - leaik he offend 
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their luſtre ;, bur he provides 
himſelf with ſuch as are moſt 
| eafie for uſe; and fears not ro 
| ſtain theſe, if he keep his Soul 
unſported : He conſiders | his 
Body .and -Orgaus, as the eaſc- 
ment-and ſervants of that reafo- 
nable Soul he ſo much loves ; and 
therefore he caſes them, nor up- 
on defign'to pleaſe rhem,. but ro 
refreſh them ; that the ſoul may 
be thereby berrer ſerv'd ; and 
if at any time, he deny theſe 
their ſarisfaction ; he deſigns not 
thereby ro torture them - for 
' Grarizude obliges him to repay 
| betrer their ſervices: (and a 
| manſhould not be cruel even to 
his beaſt) bur he does ſo, left 
they exceed theſe meaſures , 
whoſe extent virtue knowes ber- 
ter' to mark- our then they, or 
elſe he finds that "during the 
timche miniſters to theſe appe- 
tites, 


| 


79 


&& 


Itts eaſter to be Virtuous 
tites, . he may be more advante- 
giouſly employ'd, in enjoying the 

e and ſpiritual ures-of / 
hilofophy. Bur, leaving this 
outer Court, let us ſtepinto- a 
Philoſophers breſt ; (a Region 
as ſerene as the Hcaven whence 
it came) and thcre view, how 
ſweer virtue inſpires gentle 
thoughts ; whoſe ſtorms raiſe 
not wrinckles, like billowes, in 
our face; and blow not away 
our difobliged friends, Here, 
no mutinous . paſhon rebels wich 
ſucceſs: and theſe perty inſur- 
rcions of fleſh and blood,ſerve 
oh to magnifie the ſtrength of 
reaſop in their defeat, Here,all | 
his dcfires are ſo-ſatisfied with, | 
virtue , as their reward ; that | 
they nced, nor do not run a» 
broad , begging pleaſures from 
every unknown objec :; And 
therefore ir is; thar, not placing 
his happincſſe-upon what is ſub+ 
zeRt to the Empire of fate, ca- 
pricious 
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ricious Fortune cannot make 
im miſerable ; for it can reſume 


' nothing bur whar it hath gi- 


ven: and therefore, ſeeing it 
hath not bcſtowed- Virtue and 
Tranquitlity , it cannor call it 
away z and whilſt that remains 
all other loſſes are inconfidera- 
ble: and as few men are griev'd 
toſee what is not their own de- 
ſroy'd ; ſo the virtuous Philo- 
ſopher, having alwayes conſide- 
red what is without him as be- 
longing to Fortune, and not to 
him 5 he ſees thoſe burnt or 
robb'd with a diſ-intereſted in- 
differency : and when all others 
are allarm'd with the fears of 


| enſuing Wars and Invaſions ; he 


ſtands as fixt R_—_ not as 
hard) as a Rock ; and ſuffers all 


I the foaming waves of fate and 
| malice to ſpend their ſpite and 


froth at his feer : virtue,and the 

Remembrance of what he hath 

done, and the hopcs that he = 
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Rill a& vigtuouſly, are all his 
treaſures; and theſe are not 
capable of being pillag ©; thele 
arc his inſeparable companions, 
and therefore he can never want 
a divertifing converſation : And 
ſecing he is a Citizen of the 
world, all places are his Coun- 
ery ;. and he is alwayes at home, 
and ſo can never be baniſhed; 
and ſecing he can ſtill exerciſe 
his reaſon equally in all places; 
he is never (hike vicious. perſons) 
vext that he muſt flay- in-one 
place, and cannox reach another; 
like a fick man, whoſe diſeaſc 
makes him alwaycs tumble 
through all che corners of his 
bed. He isnever ſurprized, be- 
cauſe he forecaſts alwaycs the 
worſt ; and as this armes him 
__ a ; « if a mil- 
er event diſappoint his a 
henlions, this bighrens his plat 
lure. He lives withour all de- 


lign, except that one of _—y 
u$ 
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then Vitious, 
reaſon ; and therefore it is,that 
he can never be miſerable : ſce- 
ing ſuch are only fo, who are 
crols'd in their deſigns; and 
thence iris, that when he hears 
that his aRtions diſpleaſe the 
World ; he is not troubled, ſee- 
ing he defign'd not to pleaſe 
them z and it he ſce others carry 
wealthy pretences to which he 
had a title, he is little troubled, 
eing he defign'd not to be rich, 
The trownsor favours of Gran- 
dees alrer him nor z ſeeing he 
neither fears the one, nor cx- 
promotion-from the orher, 
edclircs lictle, and fo is cafily 
happy z ſeeing theſe are wichour 
controverhie happy who enjoy 
all they detirez and rhat man 
puts himſelf in great debr, who 
widens his expeRations by his 
deſires': Thus, he who deſigns 
to buy a nezxghbouring Ficld,muſt 
ſtraiten himſelf to lay up what 
willccach u's price, as much = 
i 
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if he were debtor- in the hy, 
ſum; and defire leaves ſtill an 
emptincſſe which muſt be filled, - 
He finds not his breſt invaded 
(like ſuch as are vitions) by cot- 
erary paſſions 3 envy ſometimes 
perſwading/,' that others are 
more deſerving z and vanity al- 
ſuring that none deleryes fo 
much, His paſhons do not inte- 
reſſe him with extrcam concern 
in any thing ; and ſeeing he love 
nothing too well, he grieves at 
the lofle of nothing too much; 
joy and grief being hke the coo- 
erary motions of a {wing, or pet- 
dula; which muſt move as far 
(exatly) ro the one fide, as it 
run formerly to rhe other. He 
looks upon all mankind as f prung 
from one common ſtock wit 

himſelf ; and there is as glad ro 
hear of other mens happineſſe, as 
ethers are to. hear of their Kin- 
dred and Relations promotion. 
If he be advanced to be a Stareſ- 
man; 
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man ; whilſt he continues ſo, he 
deſigns more to diſcharge well 


| his prefenr truſt, -then-to-court a 


higher : which double task buy- 
dens ſuch as are vitious: and ha- 
ving no private defign , if the 
publick which he ſerves, find out 
one ficrer for the employment, he 
is well ſatisfied ; ' for his deſign 
of ſerving the publick is the 

more promoved, And if he be 
preferr'd\ to be a Judge ; he 
boks only to the Law as his 
Square : and is not diſtzaRted be- 
wixt the defires tobe juſt, to 
pleaſe his friends, to gratifie his 
dependers, and to advance bis 
private gain; The Philoſopher 
s not rais'd by his greatnefſe a- 
bove, nor depreſt by his misfor- 
tunes below his gatural level : 
For, when he is in his grandeur, 
he conſiders that men come to 
him but as they go to fountains ; 
noe. ro! admire ' it's ſtreams 


(though clear as Cryſta]) _ - 
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It is eaſter to be Virtuous 


fill 'xhcir own Piechers ; and 
thercfore,, he is neither at much 
pains to preſerve char -tiare, nor 
to highten mens efteem-of: it ;/but 
conliders his own power as he 
does a River, whoſe ſtreams are 
alwayes paſſing, and are then on- 
ly pleaſant when they glide calm- 
ly within their Banks. Injuries 
reach him ; for his vitme 
places him upon a heighe above 
their. ſhot : and what calumnies 
or offences arc intended for him, 
do- 'but_4ike the + vapours ; and 
fogs thatrile; from the earth, not 
reach-the Heaven ;; 'butifall back 
in Storms and T hunder upon the 
place, from which they were 
ſent; Injuries may MArike his 
buckler, hut cannot wound him- 
ſelf; who: is - ſenſible of no 
wounds, bur of thoſe his vices 
give him : And if a Tyrant kill 
is body z he knows. his imma- 
terial '/Sou] -tannot::be ſtabb'd ; 
but is lute it will. flee as high » 
the 
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then Virious 
the Sphears ; (norhiag but that 
dogof Earth bindring to move 
ppward to that it's Centre) and 
that from thence, he will with 
great Pompey , (in Lucan) (mile 
down ; when he ſhall ſee with 
Yuminare eyes bis own Trunck 
to'be ſo 'inconſiderable a piece 
of neglefted Earth. And te 
conclude z the Phi'oſopher does 
mall his ations go the ftrait- 
et way ; which 1s, beeauſe of 
that, the ſhoreeft, and therefore 
the caſieſt; 

When F have conftel]at all 
theſe rouring Eulogies, which 
Graritnde heaps uponit's Bene- 
faftors z which fooliſh Youths 
throw away upon thetr Mt 
firefſes ; and which Flatterers 
buzze into the deprav'd cars of 
their Patrons : whenl have im- 
poveriſhr invention , and emp- 

'd cloquence of their moſt 

oury Ornaments, When 1 
ſhall have *decocted 'rhe uy 
O 
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I is eaſter to be Virtuous 
of a whole « writing age, into 
one Panegyrick ; to. beltow-.a 
Complement upon virtuegfor the 
cale it gives us,and the ſweets of 
it's Tranquilicy;zl ſhall have ſpent 
my time better, then in ſerving 
the moſt wealthy or recreating 
vice; and yet I ſhall oblige vir- 
tue by ir leſs, then by a&ting the 
leaſt partof what is reaſonable; 
or gaining the ſooneſt reclaim- 
able of ſuch as are vitious. And 
therefore I ſhall leave off to 
write, that I may begin to a& 
virtuouſly ; though one of my 
Employment may find a defence 
for writing moral Philoſophy, in 
the examples of Cicero, Du Yair 
that famous French Preſidenc, 
the Lord Yerulam, and thouſands 
of others, 

I have (to deal ingenuouſly) 
writ theſe two Eſſayes, to ſerve 
my Country , rather then my 
Fame or Humour z and if chey 
prove ſuccefleful , Heaven has 
nothing 
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then Vitious. 


nothing below ic ſelf , where- 
with it can more bleſs my wi- 
ſhes : bur if theſe ſucceed nor, 
I know nothing elſe wherewith 
I would flatter my hopes z and 
ſo whatever be the event of this 
—_—_— (as my reſolutions 
ſtand now form'd) Aden for ever 
towriting, 
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A Se -- 
CO NSOLATION 


CALUMNIES: 


Shewing how to 


bear them ealily and plca- 
ſantly. 


( Written 1n re- 
turn to a Perſon of Honour, 
and arhis deſire ſubjoyn'd to 
the foregoing Diſcourſe, be- 


cauſe of the aa of 
the Subjcs, ) 


My Lord, 
7 Hough my Friendſhip 
Þ payes: it's: incenſe 'no 
where with ſo much de- 
votiony as when ic bowes to 
your merits and though your 
2 charming 


SRRRADARAARAR _ 


4 


AGAINST Fr. 


ZD>. 


1 
> 


A Conſolation 


charming Letter had a bait hu 

at it's each line ; yet I am equal- 
ly afraid and atham'd to return, 
in anſwer to cither, that.defired 
conſolation, which may ſhew ve+ 
ry much yanity in me to under- 
rake, and very little friendſhip 
ro be able ro perform, For, ci- 
ther your misfortunes are not ſo 
pointed as ye repreſent ; and 
then I muſt ſhew your weakneſs, 
when 1 detet the defects of 
what conquers you : Or, if they 
Have powers reſembling the 
greatnefſe of theſe complaints 
which ye form of them ; then ir 
will ſhew too muchdiſunian in 
our friendſhip , ( pardon - the 
lcvelingneſſe of that word, ſce- 
ing ye have authorized what it 
expreſſes) to be able to comfort 
you, when you are not able to 
comfort your ſelf; and/nor to be 
diſcompoſed by the ſame abfen- 
ces of ſpirit and courage, that 


obliges you to crave that affilt+/ 


ance 


| 


againft Calumnies., 
ance which my modcſty or ſym- 
pathy ſhould make me decline to 
offer, Yet, ſceing ye poſſibly 
crave this, to try rather my obe- 
dience then to ſupply your ne- 
cefſities z I will expoſe my own 
rcal defedts, to hclp cheſs ima- 
ginary Ones in you : and,this be- 
jg the laſt thing Iam ever to 
print ; I (hallchink my repurati- 
on expires nobly, when it dies & 
Martyr in your quarrel, 

The misfortune you complain 
of, is z, that your name is loaded 
with miſ-reports ; and that your 
innocence doth not protect you 
againſt that injultice : and albeir 
F am ſorry to ſce fo noble a 
name as yours {oil lodg'd, as in 
the venomous mouths of the in- 
diſcrcer World ; yetI amglad 
to hear that your fortunes are ſo 
full, as that ye find no incom- 
modity but whar is ſo forreign, 
and may be ſo calily remov'd, 
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A Conſolation 

Be plcaſcd therefore to confi- 
der;-thatthough ye imagine all 
the world ta.ks of you yer that 
is your and not their error ; for, 
tew have cicher time, convent» 
ence, or humour, to enquire in» 
to, or hear ſuch reports, as theſe 
which troubic you : And I know 
by exp: riencc, that where men 
fall in your misfortunes or under 
any affront ; they conceive all 
they mect or know conſider no- 
thing fo much as their caſe: 
VWhereas I my feif have ' met 
ſuch perfons without any leflen- 
ing thoughts of them, and with- 
out any change in my humour 
towards them, beſides what was 
wrought by a pity to ſee reaſon- 
able menflip into ſuch an error. 
It is the ncarnefle of concern 
which induces men to believe 
thisz and ſo they ſhould con- 
clude, that ſecing others are not 
ſo concerned in theſe miſ-infor- 
mations, they will not appre- 
hend 


againſt Calumnics. 
hend them with the ſame feel- 
ings. Every man imagines his 
own Diſcaſe greatcſt ; and ad» 
mires why others are not ſenſible 
of his ſufferiogs 3 whilſt theſe 
admire why he ſccs not his own 
to be. much leſſe then he ima- 
gines. And as ſelt-love makes 
us imagine rhat! all the world 
hears of our advantages; Soir is 
an equal error to believe, that 
all men are inform'd of our mis- 
fortunes z and I have regrated 
to my Friends (who of all others 
ſhould have known beſt my mis- 
fortunes) what they knew not, 
but from my own apologies. 

Of theſe few who hear ſuch 
reports, reaſon thould oblige us 
to believe 3+ that fewer believe 
them : for, reaſon teaches us to 
preſume men to be juſt ; and re- 
ally they ſo arc, except they be 
byaſled by prejudice or intereſt ; 
whereas if they be jult, they will 
little credit ſach diſcourſes ; ir 
L 4 being 


A Conſolation 


being fo indifpenſible an efſential 
of juſtice, not to condemn fuch- 
as we have not heard to defend 
themſelves againſt what they are 
accuſed of 3 That,though GOD 
could not but know what Adam 
had done when: he had fin'd in 
Eden; yer He would not ſen- 


rence him till He cired him to |. 


appear in his own defence; Adaw, 
where art thow + And when the 
cryes of Sodoms fins were bec- 
come as great as the guilt was 
which. occafioned them z yet 
GOD ſayes,”e will go-down and 
ee, 

4 It were likewiſe injuſtice to 
condemn men upon the depoſiti- 
ons of ſuch as ſhall have no 
warrant for what they talk bur 
common fame 5 which is fo infa- 
mous 2 witneſle , that it hath 
been convicted of a thoufand 
millions of grofſe lycs; and 
ſtands condemned in the Regi- 
ſters both of ſacred and pro- 
phane 


againſi Calumnics; 
2 | phane Story, And fo unwor- 
h. | thy is theotf-ſpring of this com- 
+ ' mon whore, that ye will ſcarce 
e 
) 
| 
) 


find one in anage who will own 
it for his; and as if every man 
condemned it, even theſe who 
relate theſe diſcourſes will Qill 
, | diſownto be Authors of them : 
z | and I may ſay of chem, as the 
; | Lawſaycsof Baſtards, that Pa- 
> | tremdemonttrare nequennt, hy 
, | thenſhould we thuk, that juſt 
| | men willbelieve what: eyen un- 
| juſt men are aſhamed: to main- 
' | rain > and: what is told-with ſo 
much caution and ſecrecy,as may 
convince fuch to whom it is 
told, that the relater dares no 
undergo the tryal > The other 
wartants of their diſcourſes are 

the reſtimonics of ſuch, as men 
| may {ce bythe feaveriſh.zeal of 
| the relaters, that they are too 
| 'much intereſted to be belicv'd g 
| and when we, hear ſuch diſcour- 
| ſes,we ſhould examine why was 
| L. 5 th2 


A Cooſolation 
the Relater ar the pains to dil+ 
perſe thuſe informations , which 
if we do, we will-findy;rhat in- 
tereſt or prejudice docs: pro 

them * and ſoin believing theſe, 
we give the Informer reaſon to 


| at our ſimplicity, in bei 
(6 eafily dupt by hin ; ples 
may juſtly give him ground +0 
efcr his wit-r0- ins and we 
bickine bur rhe Execurtioners of 
his revenge and malice, Should 
not , and: will not , reaſonable 
men think, that theſe who are f0 
bfficious- as ro reporr/ fuch diſs 
courſes, wherein they are not 
tatereſted ; will be ſo injuſt, as 
to make, as well as tell ſuch ca- 
kmnics? + and theſe who are bu+ 
ve dodies in intereſting them- 
felvesin ſuch tarles, may be li- 
ers it _ ——_ want, 
None ſhould be believ'd but ſuch 
a$ are virmous ;' and fuch will 
never be Authors of 'mifreports; 
Or curious to tafk of -othormens 
. ' affairs; 


_ Ws oC A. Et E£qanqcC > OL .z£- cx. LA. 


agarnt \Calumnies, 
affairs ; for (virtuous perſons 
will be _ - —_— 
thought, they ſpend their 
tine ſo meanly, as to have lei- 
ſure to hear or enquire into 
what does not concern them : 
And as the Law, ſo men ſhould 
alwayecs ſulpet witneſſes, who 
offer themſelves-to depoſe with- 
out being commanded or inter- 
rogart. iſe men will likewiſe 
examineupon' what ground the 


_ mr ew elf; = if 
O not, they are injult ; -or 
6 they do, they will cafily find 
2 


the weakeſt preſumptions 


| make the ſirongeſt of his Argu- 
| ments: Andinplace of making 
| you+ criminal z your 'Accuſers 
' willthus make chemfelves ridi- 


caſons,' > VVho will condemn! 
upon prefamptions > and npon 
ſnch as arc only preſumprions to 
pzrfons ignorant, and ra{irigus > 
VWharmay bez may not be; ant 
thereforent's/by@Lozick irs in 


fcr, 


A Conſolation 
fer, that ſuch an evil thing is 
done, becauſe it may be ſo; for 
the concluſion ſhould follow the 
weakeſt propofition ; and there- 
fore,we ſhould rather conclude, 
that ſuch an cvil is not done, be- 
cauſe it may be thar.ir isnor done. 
Norational man ſhould judge of 
any. ation,whereof heknows not 
the deſign of the actor ; for ſome 
aRions are good or cvil, accor- 
ding as the deſign is. St. Jerom 
went to Taverns, to obſerve and 
reform z. which was a virtue in 
him, chough it was a crimeig 
others ; and therefore, ſeeing 
we know not other mens de- 
ſigns , we ſhould not cenſure 
their aQtions z one circumſtance 
alſo will vary the caſe 3 and ſee« 
ing few. men. know all circum- 
ſtances of other mens aRons z it 
is raſbacſle to cenſure, what bur- 
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#24a1nft Calumnics. 
Another which 
ſwades cl gyrom few belicve 
-whartis diſadvantagions to-ano- 
ther - mans | honour, -is 3 thar, 
though fame and life be bur pa» 
ralc}'d in Law, yet in honour, 
fame is much dearer then life ; 
becauſeir laſts longer then life z 
and becauſe life withour it is a 
torment z but ir- wichour life, is 
ſo much a happineſs, that more 
die for - fame then by courage. 
Secing then we need not fear 
OUnce a= 


likewiſe mens own intereſt not 
tobelieve ſuch diſcourſes of ©0- 
thers, leſt they thereby eſtabliſh: 
aPrecedent againſt themſelves 
for wit .nor hoy think thax che 
nexe Toure may ber theirs; and: 


arc 


A Conſdlation 
are:lyable to the ſame acci 

and. .chae. if ; ſuch diſcourſes 
Mould reccive acceſle, their in- 
nocence and pains arecalily dif- 
appointed. And. therefore ,'] | 
hope ye. will thiok ; tbac come | 
mon intereſt isa ſuthcient ſecuri- | 
iy for-your fame amongſt wiſe 
men z; and chav upon thar ſtore, 
prudent: mep}/ will not-believe | 
luch: reports, as juſt mien; will 
pot-upon the former. Iris alſo 
moſt ordinary to find;, ahar.fach 
as bave-beea-piice cheated, will 
be more camious for: the fiture z 
Bruies, chemſclves being ſo wile, 
8s _— =_ of 1hat- ſnare 
wherein they wereonce c 6 
kt & thev moſt probables —_ 
ſreing; molt men have once, and 
many100 often! beea-cheared by 
miſteports; having bcen' indu« 
ccd-.to wrokg | thai) friends 
thercby: 4 and: vbcir :geldtionsy 
thacſychitlierefore even 

chele who cam be injul}, yot _ 


agarnſt Calumnics, 
be ſo no more; and that we will 
be ſecured by their experience, 
though not by their virwe.. +! 

As to theſe who will.calk 16 
' your diſadvantage, Iſhall claſfe 
| them thus; ſome will our of 
| railery 4. ſome will through miſ- 

information 5- ſome by-inceereſt 

and malice, -'Thofe who: ralk 
; ourof railery, defervenot your 
| = ; -_ —_ their H_ 
| rouries tret yg tec er 
| humoris Un Nener. to de- 
fipy rather jeaft then truth 5 and 
ſo what they ſay may divert o- 
' thers as arreat of wit; bur'can-» 


diſobligi 
not wrong you as a og js 
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eruth z no more then 
| bebelicy'd-a fool,, becauſe he 2 
| amickr'ig- Burlſque- verſe : and 
| ſeeing theſe uſe you as ehey+ uſe 
| their friends (and themſcives 3 
| ye ſhould be ng morcangry them 
| the King" is, when. he ſeos his 
| face' polted'mp/Tor: a Sign 1048 
' Qbnmrey Taverns: Gohamng 
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A Conſolation 
and Devotion ſuffer with you 
on this account; and becaule the 
fineſt chings are molt univerſally 


known, therefore they are molt. 


ordinarily the ſubjeQ of ſuch en- 
rertainment, That being the ob- 


je& thought only worthy to rail | 


at,: which deſcrycs not tobe {0 
uſcd , and men; being, uled to 


make : that appear ridiculous , 


which is not ſo in it (elf. 


Theſe who talk to-your pre- 
judicerhr iv miſinformation, 
reccive but fo {light an imprel- 
fion , as-will- make them {peak 
bur faintly 3 and as will not hin- 
der them from being eaſily rc- 
mov'd from their received tnt2l- 
_ and. afrer chey are re- 


your friends, or a tis, 


pen'd-- information; they will 
judge it a.duty to expiate their 
former error , by. confefſing to 
the World their former inju- 
ice : ſo that ora of _ 
penitents.more will bc r ; 
then can be debauched rp 
ty 
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againf Calumnies. 
ty miſ-informers - men being ge- 
nerally more inclin'd to believe 
ſuch as have expericnc'd both ; 
then ſuch as prerend only an ac- 
quaintance with one of the op- 
polite ſides, 

As to ſuch who ſpeak out of 


| malice; they do cither preſs 


their deſign with ſuch vehemen- 
cy, as they may caſily be ſuſ- 
pectedF or elſe they over-at 
themſelves, by telling fo impro- 
bable untruths , that they are 
calily diſcovered ; few likewiſe 
are undcquainred' with the hu- 
mor of ſuch ; and G OD has 
in a manner put Ca/z's mark up- 
on them, that they may nor 

belicv'd. Malice cannot con- 
ceal-jt felf, no more then ie can 
the faules of others ;- and rhe 
aurhority of ſuch is ordinarily of 
fo-little advanrage to the caule 
they manage ; that it _ ork 
tempr upon a report thar t 

ſpread Ne and haw' ſoon it is 


known 


S) 
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. A Conſolation 
known to. have begun at them, 
it leaves, off ro be cicher regar- 
ded. or belicved, 

Thoſe. whom intereſt per- 
ſwadesto talk of you ; as-being 
rivals to either your fame or 


lovc,do ſoon diſcover themſelves | 
and their =—_ and by that | 


diſcovery they ſecure youg: For, 


afcer that, the hcearers conlider | 


more, their intereſt, chan your 
crimes; and in place of hari 
you , becauſe of that alledge 
guilc ; they pity and favour.you, 
as a perſon who is ſo perſccu- 
ted. Others do feed {uch mil- 
reports, not. becauſe they rival 
ons but becauſe they would 
1ave-you to rival them ; deſign» 
ing to have you loaded with the 
like guilewiyh which them(clves 
ttand charged ; and expeRting 
cither to divert thereby the pub- 
lick noiſe, and make you the ſeat 
of that war ; or hoping to-leſſen 
their own guilt: by ing it 
Wit 
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azainſi Calumnics, 
with you - Theſe you fhould 
pardon,cven as we pardon thoſe 
who grip to us when they are 
like to drown : neither need ye 
fear ſuch Informers, ſecing their 
intereſt is known ; and there- 
fore none will believe them bur 


| ſuch who are ſo fimple, as thar 


their belict is not worthy your 


| painsor anzer, 


Having thus clear'd off many 
of thoſe whom your Lordſhip 


| ſaſpeted as enemies z my nexr 
| Chapter ſhall be to comfort you 


__ what impreflion thoſe 
who remain can leave on you, 
In purſuance whereof, my firſt 
concluſion ſhall be ; that nothing 
can be arbiter. of your fate, bur 
what hath power to make you 
happy as well as miſerable z by 
the application whercof, and of 
the rule of contrariesz pardon 
me to aſſure you, that except ye 
thought the rabble might have 
made you happy by making you 


great 


17 


' "A Conſolation 

reat or famous; ye had never 
Fear'd or courted their ſuffrage: 
and ſeeing they are ſo miſcrable 
and unconſtant a crew, what an 
empty and unfixt happineſſe muſt 
that be which ye expcRed ? The 


way then not to value common 


reports» is not to value what fa» |. 
yours the multitude can do you z | 


that happineſle which ye purſue 
amonglit chem, your owa breſt, 
and itonly can beſtow : and as 


nothing that is not ſpiritual can | 
make your ſpirit happy z. So ne+ | 


thing can wound a ſpirit that is 
nothing it ſelf bur breath and 
air ; and I aſſure you that theſe 
detraR roo much from the noble- 
nefle of mans ſoul ; who ima- 
gine that there is any thing elſe 
under the Sun, whercupon his 
happineſle or unhappineſſe doth 
depend ;. for all exceriour en- 
joyments do no otherwiſe cn- 
rich or impoveriſh it; then theſe 
Rivolers which diſgorge them- 

{clves 
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againſt Calumnies. 
ſelves into that Baſin of the O- 
cean, do by their acceſs or re- 
ceſs fill or empty it's {till equal 
waters, How can man be ſaid 
to be Lord of all che Creati- 
on; if his happineſſe does de-- 
pend upon Riches, Territories, 
or any thing without him > and 
thercfore it was nobly concluded 


| by Epifietws, that what is without 
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us, and does not depend upon 
our choice , ſhould not affect 
us. 
And therefore, ſecing reports 
cannot reach us, they ſhould nor 
grieve us z injuſt Calumnies fall 
no otherwiſe upon a wiſe man, 
then hail upon a ſtrong houſe ; 
whoſe fall cauſeth greater noiſe 
then prejudice, It is truey thar 
theſe may hinder us from being 
prefer'd ; but a virtuous perſon 
knows y that his happineſs lics 
not in prefermentz and ſo he va- 
lves no more what can obſtrut 
that, then a covetous man _ 
the 


* 


A Conſolation 
the loſſe of what may promove 
his knowledge; or the Amorous 
what cannot diſappoint his love, 
A virtuous man,may, by want of 
preterment, be ltopt from doing 
what good the diffulivencſle of 
his noble bumour would ſtretch 
towards others : Bur his Coun; 
trey is only a loſer in this and 
nox he ; for he plcaſcs himſelf 
in che doing what good is with 
10 his prelent reach ; and in be- 
ing willing to do more if occalt- 
on offer'd. 

I confeſs, that miſreports do 


-o -- 


- — 


_ Pe ee 


ſometimes | _ our Spirits; but | 
2 | 


it is our fancy, and not theſe, 
who have that aſcendant over 
us ; 4s is clcar from this : that 
the ſame words ſpoke by 4 
friend or fool, will not trouble 
us, which would enrage us if 
they ſlipr from any other perſon; 
and till we know whar is ſpoke 
of us, what is ſpoken does nor 
trouble us ; which ſhews that 
not 
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| our own affeRions; and bring 


againſt -Calumnies, 
not our enemies, bur we wound 
our ifelves': 'And ſeeing they 
never trouble us, but when, and 
at what proportion we do value 
them ; it is clear, that not thcſe 
bur our own refletions do 
grieve us, Forif theſe grieved 


| us, the meaſures of our grief 


would not be ruled by any thing 
inus ; and all affronts and inju- 
ries ſhould be to all equally diſ- 
quieting 3 whereas now they 
yield to our humours ; nor is a 


| a jovial ſerene ſpirit troubl'd like 
| amelancholian ; whoſe humour 
| gives much of that black tinture 
| tour crofles which ſo affrighr 


vs. - The way then to aſſure our 
ſelves againlt mifreports, is, not 
by informing all that great maſſe 
of our acquaintances; or by 
ſhunning what diſpleaſes others: 
(for whac will perſwade them 
that they have a right ro judge 
us) bue the nearer cur is ro tame 


th.m 


'- ol Conſolation 
them ſounder rod toour reaſon; 
that nothing may offend ugy but 
what offcnds it 5 even as the 
way to preſerve a body from 
Dilcaſcs; is to purge away theſe 
noxious humours which corrupt 
the beſt of aliments, 

- Ler us conſider that men are 
cither juſt, or injult ; it juſt, we 
need nor fcar their Reproaches; 
for they never reproach inno- 
cency z and we ſhould nor fear 
ro have our guilt reproacht; 
It injuſt}, we thould not fret; 
becauſe ir is natural to them to 
reproach eventhe innocent : and 
we have as juſt rcaſon to think 
our ſelves unhappy , becauſe 
Dogs bark at us ; or the winds 
and ſtorms ſtop our journeys; 
This _— ſubmiſſion , . 
not grick ; 
them, bur not to us ; and as we 
ſhould conform our {clves to the 
Laws of the place where we 
livez ſo ſecing the decrees of 
Providence 


and is a misfortune to | 
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agatnſ} Calumnics. 
Providence have appointed the 
wicked to perſecure the juſt; ir 
isreaſon to obey, not only be- 
cauſe we cannor help it, bur be- 
cauſe our Maker hath comman- 
ded it, Snch as calumniate us, 
doy in ſo doing, ſhew either ig- 
_ or _ ——_— be- 
ing che worſt of ills, re- 
ok themſelves more then Ne ; 
and we haveour revenge in their 
offence, Fear not that their ma» 
lice will be conftant if it be vigo- 
rous ; for it muſt want in _—_ 
what it ' prows to in heig : 
andſome'treſh-objat will divert 
them from eoothing upon you : 


or at leaſt, their natural incon- 
fancy will make chem ſtagger 
ey 


from what they are at ;' and 
willſaoner fix no where; then fix 


long any wherez2nd like aſwing, 


they will probably run as far tn 


the other extream of admiring 
you; as they did torhar of ſpeak- 
ing' to. your prejudice; and as 

_ thele 
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b A Conſolation, 
theſe upon whom the Plague 
breaks necd never fear a relapſe; 
ſo, your ſurmounting this repore 
will fecure you againſt all future 
invaſions. ,  - | 

Men - ſhould do generous 
things, not for cſteem, bur for ' 
virtue z and I may ſay. they are 
then moſk generous, when they 
meet not with applauſe; - for 
then they make the World their 
debtors: but whcn the World 
applauds them, they pay them : 
and whereas they uſe rhe: world 
inthe one cale, as a . Prince ;do's 
his . SubjeQsz the World, uſes 
them in the other caſe, as a Man 
dath his Merchant or Servant. 

Nothing that is not in our 
power, ſhould grieve us.; and fo 
ic holds.crugriin Philoſophy then 
Policys; that quiſqus oft faber ſus | 
fortunes: a wile mans inclinati- 
ons are his, ſtars; and nothing 
can make him.unhappy, buc-whas 
can pollute theſe, - Seeing. then 
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a241nſi Calumnies: 
we ate hot/anſwerable Tor orher 
men follies ; why ſhould therr 
miſreports (which are the chief- 
eſt of theſe) trouble us 2 and if 
it bemade arbitrary to them to 
grieve -us; what a precarious 


-happineſſe is ours ? which is 
. ſabje&to' the caprice of ſuch as 


are capricious,ignorant, and ma- 
licious z to eſcape one of which 
three, is as impoſſible as to 
pleaſe” them all, No man is 
worfted in his eſteem, becauſe 


another commirs- a fault ; why 


then ſhould I be grieved, as if 1 
were guiky , becauſe another 
man is {o guilty, as to calumni- 
ateme > and iris too much com- 
paſhon in me to be ſorry for him 
who wrongs me, 

There is no man ſo fooliſh, as 


| to purſue a Prize not worthy of 


his painsz or to grapple with 
one, who is not worthy to be 
defeared, Conſider then; that 
your adyerſarics acknowledge, 
M 2 that 


A Conſolation 
that they fear your worth when 
they endeavour to leſſen it by 
calumny ; knowing , that 

dare not enter the liſts with you 
upon equal terms; and there- 
fore they call the VWorld by 
this comaron fame to their afliſt- 
ange 3 which imports, that no- 
thing leſs then a multitude can 
overcome {ſo heroick a Spirir, 
No place is undermined, bue 
what is too ſtrong for the aflai- 
lants open force ; and no man 
was ever painfully _—_—_— bur 
ſuch as were of ſonoble an hu- 
mour , that nothing but malice 
joyn'd with pains could ruine, 
Levelling is the natural cffc& of 
mans pride ; and as no great 
Soul will deſcend to conlider his 
infcriours z So ſuch as fate hath 
plac'd below you, do naturally 
deſign cither to riſe - to your 
height, or to pull you down to 
their own ſtature: And hence it 
isxthat your endowments n_— 
the 
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again# Calumnies. 
the firit unpraQticable ; ſclf-in- 
reſt makes the ſecond neceſlary : 
and the liberty of repining is a 
charitable allowance ; which 
ſhould be indulg'd ro thoſe, to 
whom Providence having de- 
ny'd whar we poſſeſle, we 
ſhould , in recompence of that 
partage, ſuffer ſome expreſſions 
from them 5 which when gran- 
ted, does no wayes make up 
that loſs, The conſideration 
whereof made that gererous 
Prince, Hezry the fourth of 
Frances ſay z when he heard thar 
his Subje&s ralke of 'him with 
more liberty then juſtice : that 
he could not bur pardon them, 
ſeeing they had nothing e!ſe to 
recompence their not being 
Kings of France, It were in- 
juſtice in you to deſire both the 
_ and the thing whereof 'ye 
ve the price: So that {ceing 
ye poſſefſe that happineſſe which 
deſerves publick envy it were 
M 3 Inju{k 


4 Conſolation 
injuſt that ye ſhould; not ſuffer, 
itz and unmerciful that ye: 
ſhould not ſuffer a word to pals 
with the loſſers. 

Conſider likewiſe , that all 
mankind is born to miſery ; that 
is a Law, not a Puniſhment ; and: 
envy is t0O t00 common tO be 4 
misfortune: VVho eſcapes ir in 
ſome meaſure, bur ſuch as ne- 
ver attempt any thing that way 
worthy of conſideration > and 
who thinks death a misfortune, 
fince all muſt ſubmir ro it > So 
that I may ſay to your Lordſhip, 
that nothing can cure this better; 
then to wear about your arm the 
names of three perſons, who 
have paſt through this valley of 
tears, withour being ſoild by 
ſome drops of Calumny ; and 
to find theſe three, will be as 
hard as to find the Philoſophers- 
ſtone. Men ſhould nor repine 
then, becauſe they are purſued 
by ſome troubje;but they ſhould 
cOn- 


agaiait Calumnies, 
conſider ' whicher their trouble 
be grearer- then that of other 
men: and by this rule we will 
&nd, that they eſcape cafily to 
whoſe ſhare of this general rax- 
ation , nothing falls but -fre- 
ports ; for, fuch as lye catromb'd 
1a Priſon, or are ſtarv'd in po- 
verty, to be reliev'd ; and which 
is leſſe, the ambirious for prefer- 
ment, or the vindictive for ſatis- 
Ing his revenge z would allow 
the World to talk of them at 
their own rates: So that your 
torment is but their choice ; and 
yedo at the ſame altars com- 
plain of what they would beg 
from them Ya i 


No Merchant eſteems him- 
ſelf miſcrable, becauſe he owes 
ſome debt; but he compares 
his debt and credit ; and is ſatis- 
fied, if more be owing to him 
then he owes to others, Do 
then, my Lord, cenſider what 
advantages ye poſleſſe - 

c 
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inns" Tings | qr—q_ deals: 
churl with you, when ye! 
find, «= ces malics multed 
more things to admire in youy 
then it can find to carpat : for, 
to have bur one crouble is a hap- 
pincſle ; ſeeing if ye wanted all 
e would be a-god: and it is 
uſficient happinefſe to poſſcile 
that quict Which differs but by 
one remove from his, Number 
r friends ; aud I am confident 

ye will tad theſe to ſurpaſs the 
number of- ſuch, as dare lay they 
are your enemies : But, though 
they were fewer then your cne- 
macs z yet, be not ſo injult to 
your friends, as to think, that 
one friend is not worth a thou- 
ſand enemies3 wiſe men number 
not bur ponder vices, bur ye 
may ſecurely do both, Will 
not a Courtier value the opinion 


of his Priace, and a Lover the. 


clteem of his Miſtreſfſe , above 
all the ſuffrages of all the rema- 
nene 
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coma} Calumnies; 
nent of mankind > And ſhould 
not 2 'virruous perfon- content 
himſelf with che approbarion of 
GOD Almighty > and which 


| is next with the cſtcem of a 


friend > whoſe knowledge and 
virtue makes. him' all theſe to 
ſuch as rightly rate friendſhip, 


rmnn—_—4t,enic0 te mh felis, 


His friendſhip is a conſtant pur- 
chaſe z bur'rhe _ 4 
plauſe is uncertain & infu! z 
and theſe ſhould rader be 
laughr at who court it,then they 
who want it, 


Confider ſcriouſly, whether 


it be not more caſie and pleaſane 
to be enjoying your ſelves with 
a generous friend ; then be run- 
ning up and down the VWorld 
aining ſuch as ſerve for no- 
thing, but to ſay, ye are 4 brave 
Gentleman; which if it werea 
finething, they would nor have 


it 
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it-to; beſtow: ifor/iris not reas | 
lonable to think thar Providence | 
"would 4d ce fine chings'in | 


ſuch hands ; and it choices its 
Servants ill, if thefe be its Stew- 
ards, | Lilac 
..- L having then ſpoken former- 
ly to” you .83 4 Philoſopher, let 
me uſe the ſtile of Gentleman ; 
and in that tell you , that-the 
World hath no right to judge 
you ; you are a Peer,and ſhould 
not be judg d by: Commons: 
Laugh at them when A 
and let not your Melancholy be 
the executioner of their ſen- 
tence. Ir is alledg'd, that no 


Beaſt darcs purſue a Man, if he 
*bold his face undauntedly toit: ' 


theſe purſue not Men, but Cow- 
ards : and the rabble knows nor 


when ye err, but bccauſe ye 1 


bluſh, Do not then by your 
anxiety wrong innocency ; and 
eſtabliſh not a-ipreparative, by 
your yielding, whereby other 
| vir- 
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44 tinft-Calumhics, 
virtuous perſons may be oppreft;z 
bur be 10- charitable even to 
| choſe injuly'Crearares who ca- 
kmniate you;as ro reclaim them- 
from that hamour, by langhing 


; | themour of ir, Forl afſure you, 


| they will uſe you ' as men do 
Chutdren,' who continue to old 


ont cheir: fingers'to'them; when 


they find it (vexes them. "No 
man will loſe his pins; © and 
upon this account, yewillfind ; 
that ſeeing men calumniare yous 
becauſe they think" ro 'vex'you 3 
they- | will>give - e&m(clvey' no! 
_ thar irfouble,-then they 
find chey 'are'able ' ro give it 
you, ah 


: | ../The example of theſe Beth- 


ſhemites,; who"felf the ſacrifice, 
| ab theirowtlh; for prying into 


| { the boſome of the Ark; forbids 


my eycs'to beſo ſacrilegious, 2s 
to look 'too inwardly into* the 
ddigrs* of G O'D ' Almighty', 
(whereof! it"was bur &rype) mm 
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A Conſolation 
raiſing char duſt wherewith your 
yon ſeems  to- be at; preſent 
ewhat ſullied -. and feeiag/it 
is iojuſt.co judge of theſe mens 
ations, with whoſe defagns we 
are not 209 intimate; it Were un» 
mangerly to repine at GOD'S 
iſpealations, whoſe aRions arc 
tred, mare for. our wonder then 
our-enquiry, ; Buy yore 1 may at 
a pious diltance , judpe 3 
Providence hath youu d theſe 
Reports rather for Trophies, 
then. Tryals..to your courage; 
(rn RG jou: Cage; to teach 
e World ;/ that it; is as; cakic 


ſurreRios, - -Do then,my:Lordy 


retire from under the Empire of 
fame, to rhe ſanuary of friend- 
ſhip ; where generous ſouls, by 
mingling together, become them- 
ſelves greater, And from that 
ſecure 
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againſt Calumnics, 
fecure poſt, conlider z how the 
els admire ro {ce us, 
who are delign'd tq beSharers of 
their happineſle, ſo foolifh as to 
be vain of fame, or vext when 
we want it z ſccing they poſleſs 
theſe joys for which we pray'z 
and yet yalue not afar more no- 
ble tame, . then that after. which 
we pant : ye are innocenty - 
and may adore your Maker : , 
which compleats the pleaſures 
of theſe blcefled Spirits 5 and 
what can be wanting to one who 
ſſeſſes ſo much > Conſider 
ikewiſe how theſe hummings , 
and this noife of us poor mortals, 
our-live not the preſent age: 
for, who knows what, was ſaid 
of the nobleſt Ladics who lived 
in Quetn | Elgabeths Court 2 
much leſſe in the Countrey du- 
ring her Reign > and Hiſtory 
ſcorns to preſerve ſuch ridicu- 
lous fopperies, asthaverioſurcr 
foundations then Rumour or 
N Ma- 
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3$ A Conſolation, &c, 
Malice : But though ir did, ye 
a little rime ſhalt conſume us'and 
them, And'-rhercfore-'I hill 
finiſh this Letecr, as Yer2:1 dotl 
his refletion upon the battles 
toil, and noiſe of the Bees, 


Hi motus dntmorum tg; bac cerths 
iba tanta, 61 248 
Pulryeris exigut jaflu, compreſſa 

1 quirſcum, 4 


